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The President to open Mughal Gardens “Udyanotsav” of
Rashtrapati Bhavan on February 15, Gardens will be open for

public from 1230 hrs of same day Floral wall of dahlias
encircling the circular garden main attraction this year 

The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee will open the annual “Udyanotsav” of the Mughal Gardens of Rashtrapati Bhavan on February 15 at 1045 A.M. The gardens will be open to public

from 1230 hrs of the same day till 1600 hrs. Thereafter, the gardens will remain open for general public from February 16 to March 17, 2013 (except on Mondays which are maintenance

days) between 1000 hrs to 1600 hrs. The entry and exit into the Gardens for the general public will be from Gate No. 35 of the President’s Estate, which is located at the extreme end of

the Church Road, 300 meters West of Cathedral Church and close to where North Avenue meets Rashtrapati Bhavan. Visitors are requested not to bring any water bottles, briefcases,

handbags/ladies purses, cameras, radios/transistors, cell phones, umbrellas, eatables, etc. Such articles, if any, will not be allowed to be carried into the Mughal Gardens and will have to

be deposited at the entry point at the owner’s risk. There will be special days when Mughal Gardens is open exclusively for farmers i.e. March 18, for differently abled persons and visually

challenged persons i.e. March 19 and for defence and para-military personnel i.e. March 20, 2013. On March 19, differently abled persons may visit Mughal Gardens from 1000 hrs to

1300 hrs. They will be allowed entry through the Reception of Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Herbal Garden (Tactile Garden) will be open for visually challenged people on March 19 from 1400

hrs to 1630 hrs. Their entry will be from Gate No. 12, situated on Church Road (opposite to the North Avenue). This year, the main attraction in Mughal Gardens is dahlias in different

colours which number more than 2500. A floral wall of Dahlias more than 8 ft. in height can be seen encircling the Circular Garden. Different types of floral carpets, the designs of which

are revised almost weekly can be seen during the entire period when Mughal Gardens is open for the public. Further, China Oranges at Mughal Gardens can be seen in great proliferation

for the first time in many years. The visual appeal of the Mughal Gardens has been remarkably enhanced this year by the combination of yellow and white colours, which dominates the

colour scheme of the flowers. 

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP FINAL
Australia registered their sixth championship victory after beating West Indies by 114 runs in the final match of the 2013 ICC Women’s World Cup in Mumbai on Sunday. Needing 260 to

win, West Indies began slowly scoring only 32 runs in their first 10 overs. They

soon struggled against the pace bowling of Ellyse Perry who struck thrice in

her first three overs. The West Indians also found it tough to score runs off all-

rounder Lisa Sthalekar off-spin as she gave away just 20 runs off her 10 overs

picking up two crucial wickets.

West Indies, the surprise finalists of the tournament, defeated Australia in

their previous encounter in the Super Six stage to qualify for the final. How-

ever, they were undone against the quality performance of the tournament

favourites.

None of the West Indian players could put up a fight with the bat against

some discpline bowling of the Australians. Skipper Merissa Aguilleira was the

top-scorer for West Indies scoring 23 runs.

Earlier, Rachel Haynes (52) and Jessica Cameron (75) scored half-centuries up

the order, before the West Indies triggered a middle-order collapse.

But captain Jodie Fields (36 not out) and Ellyse Perry (25 not out) came to the

rescue lower down the order and put on 50 runs in the last six overs to give

their bowlers a defendable total.

For the West Indies, leggie Shaquana Quintyne (three for 27) was the pick of

the bowlers.

Brief Scores: Australia 259 for 7 in 50 overs (Jessica Cameron 75, Rachel Haynes 52; Shaquana Quintyne 3 for 27) beat West Indies 145 all-out in 43.1 overs (Merissa Aguilleira 23; Ellyse

Perry 3 for 19, Lisa Sthalekar 2 for 20) by 114 runs.

MoU on Health signed between India
and Bangladesh

52ND MEETING OF THE
CENTRAL GEOLOGICAL
PROGRAMMING BOARD 
The 52nd Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) meeting of the Geological Survey

of India, Ministry of Mines is being held on 14 Feb 2013 in New Delhi. The Minister of Mines,

Shri Dinsha J. Patel will inaugurate the exhibition and the 52nd CGPB meeting. An exhibi-

tion on the theme of Mission-IV activities of GSI like Engineering Geology, Geohazards, Gla-

ciological Studies, Geoenvironmental Studies etc. will also be held.The Ministry of Mines,

vide notification dated 12th March 2009 had revamped/reconstituted the CGPB Committee

into 12 theme-based groups. The objective is to enable the States and other Stakeholders to

accrue benefit from wider participation and interaction with GSI to further their activities. 

Geological Survey of India

GSI was founded way back in 1851 with the prime task of locating coal resources of the

country. But over the years, this organization has evolved into not only a Central Govern-

ment institution of high standing but also a National asset, which has profoundly augmented

the natural resource reserve of the country. It has, thus, reduced the dependence on import

of minerals and the import bill on the exchequer. Today, with the technological advances

world over, Earth Sciences are progressing at a rapid pace. In this context, GSI’s endeavor in

taking up hyperspectral mapping of the country besides the national geomorphological

mapping programe, is a matter of pride. Further, with the operationalisation of the heliborne

survey and acquisition of blue water ocean-going vessel by GSI, the search for mineral re-

sources both on shore and offshore is all set to gain momentum. Search for minerals is a

long drawn exercise, which starts with regional geological mapping and exploration, fol-

lowed by detailed exploration. The Mining Industry is, thus, dependent on the exploration

agencies for economic exploitation of mineral deposit. India, currently, is at a critical junc-

ture and poised for a quantum jump. For global participation in search and exploitation of

minerals, India has opened up this industry in the early nineties; policies and acts are being

continuously reviewed and being made more industry friendly. The Ministry of Mines/GSI

have entered into a number of MoUs with a host of other countries like Canada, Republic of

Columbia, Saudi Arabia etc. for international cooperation in the fields of mineral explora-

tion, geosciences involving societal issues, transfer of technology and capacity building. It is

expected that with the implementation of these MoUs, adoption of the best international

practices and the transfer of latest technological know-how to GSI will get a tremendous

boost. Over the past 160 years GSI has been dedicatedly collecting vast amounts of field

and laboratory generated data. In order to make this invaluable data available for societal

benefit, GSI Portal, is now active as the gateway for dissemination of geospatial informa-

tion. 

Second India-Afghanistan-
United States Trilateral
Dialogue: Chairman’s

Statement
On Feb 19, 2013 India hosted the second meeting of India-Afghanistan-US trilateral dia-

logue in New Delhi. The Afghan delegation was led by Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Mr.

Jawed Ludin, with Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asian Affairs Mr. Robert O. Blake,

Jr. leading the U.S. delegation. Additional Secretary (Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran) Shri Y. K.

Sinha led the Indian delegation. Later the three delegations jointly called on Foreign Secre-

tary Shri Ranjan Mathai.

India has strategic partnerships with both Afghanistan and the US, and jointly they share a

vision of a secure, peaceful, democratic and prosperous Afghanistan. The second trilateral

dialogue provided a platform for in-depth consultations on issues ranging from political and

security spheres to trade, commerce and investment, and other areas of mutual interest.

The three sides agreed to continue this trilateral process as a vehicle for achieving the shared

goal of peace, security and development of Afghanistan.

It may be recalled that the first trilateral dialogue was hosted by Afghanistan in New York

on September 25, 2012.

The two-day International Conference on

Traditional Medicine for South-East Asian

Countries concluded with Adoption of Delhi

Declaration In New Delhi today.

The Delhi Declaration is as follows:

A. We, the Health Ministers of South-East

Asian countries, representing the Govern-

ments of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,

Minister of Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka,

and Vice Minister of Health, Timor-Leste, and

the representatives of DPR Korea, Indonesia,

Myanmar, Maldives and Thailand,

met in New Delhi during the “International

Conference on Traditional Medicine for

South-East Asian Countries”, and we –

1) recalled the importance given at the In-

ternational Conference on Primary Health

DELHI DECLARATION ON TRADITIONAL MEDICINE FOR

THE SOUTH-EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES
Care at Alma Ata in 1978 for inclusion of ac-

cess to Traditional Medicine in the planning

and implementation of health care;

2) noted the progress of Traditional Medicine

in the countries of South East Asia Region,

specifically after the World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO) brought out the strategy for Tra-

ditional Medicine 2002-2005;

3) considered the importance of various reso-

lutions of the World Health Assembly(WHA)

and of the South East Asia Regional Commit-

tee for promoting Traditional Medicine and

Medicinal Plants, specifically WHA56.31,

WHA62.13 and SEA/RC56/R6;

4) appreciated the diversity and richness of

Traditional Medical Systems, their courses of

study, status of research & development,

regulatory frameworks and medicinal flora

in the South-East Asian countries;

5) recognized that Traditional Medicine and

Traditional Medicine Practitioners have sub-

stantial potential to contribute for improv-

ing health outcomes in various countries of

the world;

6) acknowledged the fact that traditional

medicine is culturally acceptable, generally

available, affordable and widely used in vari-

ous countries for the treatment of diseases;

7) noted the fact that for millions of people

often living in rural areas in different coun-

tries, traditional medicine is a significant

source of health care;

8) recognized the potential of traditional

medicine in providing primary health care,

and 9) expressed the need for sharing of

experience and knowledge for securing reli-

ance on Traditional Medicine for public

health benefits.

B. DECLARATION

In the light of the above, we hereby agree

for cooperation, collaboration and mutual

support amongst the South-East Asian Coun-

tries in all spheres of Traditional Medicine in

accordance with national priorities, legisla-

tions and circumstances, and specifically

agree to make collaborative efforts aiming

at the following:

I. to promote National policies, strategies and

interventions for equitable development and

appropriate use of traditional medicine in the

health care delivery system;

II. to develop institutionalized mechanism for

exchange of information, expertise and

knowledge with active cooperation with

WHO on traditional medicine through work-

shops, symposia, visit of experts, exchange

of literature etc.;

III. to pursue harmonized approach for the

education, practice, research,documentation

and regulation of traditional medicine and

involvement of traditional medicine practi-

tioners in health services;

IV. to explore the possibility of promoting

mutual recognition of educational qualifica-

tions awarded by recognized Universities,

pharmacopoeias, monographs and relevant

databases of traditional medicine;

V. to encourage development of common

reference documents of traditional medicine

for South East Asian countries;

VI. to develop regional cooperation for train-

ing and capacity building of traditional medi-

cine experts;

VII to encourage sustainable development

and resource augmentation of medicinal

plants in the South East Asian regional coun-

tries;

VIII to establish regional centers as

requiredfor capacity building and network-

ing in the areas of traditional medicine and

medicinal plants and

IX to exchange views, experiences and ex-

perts for integration of traditional medicine

into national health systems in accordance

with national policies and regulations.

The Health Ministers of India and Bangladesh

signed a MoU on Health in New Delhi today.

While ShriGhulamNabi Azad, Union Minister

of Health & Family Welfaresigned on behalf

of Government of India, Dr. A. F. M.

RuhalHaque, Health Minister signed on be-

half of Government of Bangladesh.

The salient features of the MoU between In-

dia and Bangladesh are as follows:

“The main areas of cooperation between the

two Governments will include the following:

i)   Exchange of medical doctors, other health

professionals and experts:

ii) Development of human resources.

iii) Exchange of information on health.

iv) Medical and health research develop-

ment.

v)  Regulations of pharmaceuticals, medical

devices and cosmetics.

vi) Health promotion and disease prevention.

vii) Fostering cooperation for the develop-

ment of culturally sensitive and effective

public and professional awareness campaign

including clinical are practices  and best prac-

tices guidelines for healthcare providers and

caretakers to benefit individuals and families

touched by Autism Spectrum Disorders and

Developmental Disabilities

viii)  Any other area of cooperation as may

be mutually decided upon.

Further, the parties shall promote coopera-

tion between the two countries in the fields

of health and medical sciences through the

following means:

a)      Exchange of scientific materials and in-

formation.

b)      Joint collaboration in the area of re-

search in medical science.

c)      Institution level cooperation in the field

of medical treatment, scientific research and

training.

d)      Exchange of health specialists and pro-

fessionals.

e)      Participation of specialists / profession-

als in seminars, workshops, conferences and

meetings to be organized by both the parties.

f)       Training for doctors and health workers

by both the parties in the areas where they

have relevant expertise and excellence.

g)      Other areas of cooperation in the fields

of health and medical sciences as mutually

agreed upon.”
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Guinean military chief killed
in plane crash in Liberia

The head of Guinea's armed forces, a staunch ally of President Alpha Conde, was killed on

Monday when the aircraft carrying him and five other top Guinean military officials crashed

close to the Liberian capital Monrovia. General Souleymane Kelefa Diallo, who was on a

security mission to Liberia, was appointed by Conde after the latter won elections in 2010 in

the world's top bauxite producer.

Diallo was charged with reforming the restive army in the West African state after two years

of military rule.

Investigators and United Nations peacekeepers picked through the charred wreckage of the

aircraft amid a grove of palm trees near Charlesville, some 40 km (25 miles) southeast of

the Liberian capital Monrovia. There were no survivors.

"This accident cost the life of six members of the delegation, including General Souleymane

Kelefa Diallo, head of the armed forces, and five members of the crew," Guinea's Defense

Minister Abdoul Kabele Camara said in a statement.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who visited the crash site in the company of Guinea's

ambassador to Liberia, declared a national day of mourning for Tuesday.

Liberia's Defense Minister Brownie Samukai said the cause of the crash was not immedi-

ately clear. Rescue crews retrieved the plane's flight recorder - its so-called black box - from

the wreckage, however, and Liberian authorities said they planned to send it to Canada for

analysis.

General Diallo was one of the main architects of the reform of Guinea's powerful military,

which seized power in the former French colony in 2008. Some 4,000 soldiers were forced

to retire under a U.N.-backed scheme to slim the bloated armed forces.

Diallo's predecessor, Nouhou Thiam, is in prison facing trial for his alleged role in a gun and

rocket attack on President Conde's home by soldiers in 2011.

Conde's government has been trying to organize legislative elections for May, the final step

in the transition back to civilian rule and a prerequisite to unlock millions of dollars of fro-

zen foreign aid.

The opposition, alleging bias in the electoral authority, has called protests for Wednesday

this week. Conde's 2010 election in a vote hailed as the first free elections since the end of

French rule in 1960 was marred by deadly riots and opposition allegations of fraud.

Miners killed in blast in
Russia's Far North

Sixteen miners have been killed and another two are feared dead after a methane explo-

sion in a coal mine in the remote Russian Far North within the Arctic Circle.

Two miners were still missing and feared dead on Monday after the explosion at the

Vorkutinskaya mine controlled by Russian steel-making giant Severstal in the Komi region

town of Vorkuta, the emergencies ministry said. One of the rescued miners was "in ex-

tremely grave" condition, health officials said separately.

A total of 259 miners were working underground at the time, with 23 in the shaft where the

explosion took place at the depth of 800 metres.

Five of the group in the shaft were rescued - two received treatment at the scene and three

were hospitalised - with the rest either missing or dead.

"Rescue workers found 16 corpses and the fate of two more people is unknown," the emer-

gencies ministry said in a statement, adding that the explosion was caused by methane.

The interior ministry for the Komi region said 18 miners were dead but a Moscow-based

spokeswoman for the emergencies ministry refused to confirm that figure before the two

missing men are found.

"We are still hoping," Elena Smirnykh, spokeswoman, told AFP news agency, although she

admitted they might be dead.

Two of the hospitalised men were in intensive care, one of them in "extremely grave" con-

dition with multiple fractures, injuries and burns, the regional health ministry said, describ-

ing the condition of the second man as grave.

The third miner suffered burns to his face.

President Vladimir Putin ordered Vladimir Puchkov, emergency situations minister, to per-

sonally go to the mine to oversee the rescue operation.

"The head of state expressed deep condolences to the relatives and loved ones of the killed

miners," the Kremlin said in a statement.

The families of the dead miners will receive two million rubles ($66,000) each, Smirnykh,

emergencies ministry spokesperson, said.

A plane was dispatched from Moscow to the mine to help with the rescue operation.

Dmitry Medvedev, the Russian prime minister, asked his deputy, Arkady Dvorkovich, with

the responsibility to provide assistance to families of the dead miners.

"An accident took place in Komi," a grim-faced Medvedev said in televised remarks. "Put

together the complete information and report on what is happening."

The Russian Investigative Committee has opened a criminal inquiry into a possible breach

of safety rules at a mine.

Yevgeny Sukharev, Vorkutaugol spokesman, said the company paid "unprecedented atten-

tion" to safety standards.

The mine is operated by Vorkutaugol, part of Severstal's coal mining division whose mills it

provides with hard coking coal concentrate.

It has been working since 1973 with an output of 1.8 million tonnes of coal a year and its

reserves of coal are estimated at 40 million tonnes.

According to the company's website, in 2011 the Vorkutinskaya mine won a corporate award

for "worthy working conditions - the basis for respect in the workforce".

Known for its extremely inhospitable climate, Vorkuta was home to one of the most infa-

mous Stalin-era prison camps, the Vorkuta Gulag.

Deadly blasts which are usually caused by a build-up in methane gas remain a frequent

occurrence in the coal mining industry in Russia despite recent drives to improve safety.

In 2010, more than 60 people were killed in twin methane blasts at Russia's biggest under-

ground coal mine, the Raspadskaya mine in the Kemerovo region of Siberia.

A Statement Rocks Rome,
Then Sends Shockwaves

Around the World
The decision, delivered in Latin and in unemotional tones by Pope Benedict XVI to a gather-

ing of cardinals on Monday, came “like a bolt out of the blue,” one of the participants said,

and it soon ricocheted around the world.

During what was supposed to be a routine meeting to discuss the canonization of three

potential saints, Benedict read a statement that said, in part, that after examining his con-

science “before God, I have come to the certainty that my strengths, due to an advanced

age, are no longer suited to an adequate exercise” of leading the world’s one billion Roman

Catholics. He was resigning on Feb. 28, he said, becoming the first pope to do so in six

centuries.

“In today’s world,” Benedict said in his announcement, “subject to so many rapid changes

and shaken by questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern the bark

of St. Peter and proclaim the gospel, both strength of mind and body are necessary, strength

which in the last few months has deteriorated in me to the extent that I have had to recog-

nize my incapacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me.”

Within minutes, #Pontifexit was trending on Twitter. Later, during an evening thunderstorm,

a lightning bolt struck the dome of St. Peter’s, though the meaning, if any, was not immedi-

ately clear.

In recent months, Benedict, 85, had been showing signs of age. He often seemed tired and

even appeared to doze off during Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, after being taken to the

altar of Saint Peter’s on a wheeled platform. But few expected the pope to resign so sud-

denly, even though he had said in the past that he would consider the option.

“The pope took us by surprise,” said the Vatican spokesman, the Rev. Federico Lombardi,

expounding on one of the most dramatic moments in centuries of Vatican history. He ap-

peared at a hastily called news conference on Monday, where he sat alone at a table, with

an unopened bottle of mineral water and a dog-eared copy of a Canon Law guide before

him.

Father Lombardi said the pope did not display strong emotions as he made his announce-

ment, but spoke with “great dignity, great concentration and great understanding of the

significance of the moment.”

In a statement, President Obama recalled meeting with Benedict in 2009. “I have appreci-

ated our work together over these last four years,” the president said. “The church plays a

critical role in the United States and the world, and I wish the best to those who will soon

gather to choose His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI’s successor.”

Prime Minister Mario Monti of Italy called Benedict’s decision “immense and unexpected.”

More than a few observers were struck that such a traditionalist as Benedict would make

such an unconventional exit. “A departure that is paradoxically modern for a pope who was

so conservative,” said Christian Terras, the founder and executive editor of Golias, a reli-

gious review near Lyon, France, that has been critical of the Catholic Church.

Some said that Benedict’s decision to step down was one of the most dramatic acts in the

history of the papacy. “This decision has been the only great reform of Benedict, and at the

same time it is a revolutionary step for the Catholic Church,” said Marco Politi, a Vatican

expert and author of a book on Benedict’s papacy. While in past centuries, popes had stepped

down over political struggles, Mr. Politi said, “this is a clear decision and a free decision

made by the pope that will set an example also for the future, setting a limit for the pontifi-

cate.”

Benedict’s 89-year-old brother, the Rev. Georg Ratzinger, said that the pope’s weakening

health had led him to step down. “His age was taking its toll,” Father Ratzinger told the

German news agency DPA on Monday, adding that he had been aware of his brother’s plan

for several months.

That the resignation was long in the planning was confirmed by Giovanni Maria Vian, the

editor of the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, who wrote on Monday that the

pope’s decision “was taken many months ago,” after his trip to Mexico and Cuba in March

2012, “and kept with a reserve that no one could violate.”

Father Lombardi said that the pope would retire first to his summer residence in Castel

Gandolfo, in the hills outside Rome, and later to a monastery in Vatican City.

Benedict, the former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, was elected on April 19, 2005. At the time,

Benedict was a popular choice within the college of 115 cardinals who chose him as a man

who shared — and at times went beyond — the conservative theology of his predecessor

and mentor, John Paul II, and seemed ready to take over the job after serving beside him for

more than two decades.

The church’s 265th pope, Benedict was the first German to hold the title in half a millen-

nium, and his election was a milestone toward Germany’s spiritual renewal 60 years after

World War II and the Holocaust. At 78, he was also the oldest pope to be elected since 1730.

But Benedict was seen as a weak manager, and his papacy was troubled by debilitating

scandals, most recently when his butler was convicted by a Vatican court in October of ag-

gravated theft after he admitted stealing confidential documents, many of which wound up

in a tell-all book that showed behind-the-scenes Vatican intrigue.

Benedict “centered his papacy on giving faith to Christians, focusing on the essence of what

it means to be a Christian, and he managed to do it in spite of the fact that his communica-

tive capacities weren’t so brilliant,” Sandro Magister, a Vatican expert, said. “Most common

people, I don’t mean intellectuals, saw him as a disinterested man who spent all his life for

a high cause, which was to revive the faith.”

At first blush, criticism was muted for a pope with a controversial term, marred by child-

abuse scandals and growing discord over conservative stances on issues like divorce and

women in the clergy.

Hans Küng, a theologian and former colleague of Benedict’s who is now one of his most

articulate critics, called his decision to step down “understandable for many reasons,” ac-

cording to the dpa news service, but added that so many conservative cardinals had been

named during his tenure, it would be difficult to find someone “who could lead the church

out of its multifaceted crisis.”

The strongest criticism came from the victims of clerical sexual abuse, who faulted Benedict

for failing to take stronger steps or, in some eyes, any steps at all.

“This pope had a great opportunity to finally address the decades of abuse in the church,

but at the end of the day he did nothing but promise everything and in the end he ulti-

mately delivered nothing,” John Kelly, of the support group Survivors of Child Abuse, told

Agence France-Presse.

Tom Cronin of Irish Survivors of Institutional Abuse International said that while age and

infirmity were given as reasons for the pope’s resignation, he believed the continuing cleri-

cal abuse scandal had played a part.

“I don’t think he has been able to deal with it, and it was probably the straw that broke his

back,” Mr. Cronin said. “Every day we still get revelations about this priest or that bishop,

and maybe he wasn’t young enough to confront it and perhaps, too, he hasn’t been getting

the right advice. Whatever the reason, the church hierarchy just hasn’t faced up to the atroci-

ties and their denials and inaction continue to damage them.”

In Rome, where souvenir shops often carry more postcards of John Paul than of Benedict,

news of Benedict’s resignation was met with surprise and some sadness. “Anyone could tell

that he was old and sick, and that such a complicated situation like the one he has to face is

a lot, but I had never heard that a pope could quit,” said Simonetta Piersanti, 52, a cleaning

woman in a residence run by nuns.

She mentioned a common Roman saying, “When a pope dies, they just elect another,” which

captures the lack of excitement with which Italians greet historic events. “We’ll have to do

it even without the death part,” she added.

North Korea conducts third
controversial nuke test

On 12 February 2013, North Korean state media announced it had conducted an under-

ground nuclear test, its third in seven years. A tremor that exhibited a nuclear bomb signa-

ture with an initial magnitude 4.9 (later revised to 5.1) was detected by The China Earth-

quake Networks Center, Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization Preparatory

Commission and the United States Geological Survey. In response, Japan summoned an

emergency United Nations meeting for 12 February and South Korea raised its military alert

status. It is not known if the explosion was nuclear, or a conventional explosion designed to

mimic a nuclear blast; as of two days after the blast, Chinese, Japanese, and South Korean

investigators had failed to detect any radiation.

On 12 February 2013, North Korea said it had successfully conducted a third underground

nuclear weapons test, according to the Korean Central News Agency. North Korea also said

the test had used a miniaturized nuclear device with greater explosive power.

Before North Korea announced they had conducted the test, seismic activity had already

been detected in North Korea by the USGS, near the site of previous nuclear tests at

Mantapsan in Kilju County. A large tremor, first estimated at magnitude of 4.9, was de-

tected in North Korea and governments in the region were trying to determine whether it

was a third nuclear test. The USGS upgraded the magnitude of the possibly nuclear tremor

from 4.9 to 5.1, located 24 kilometres (15 mi) east-northeast of Sungjibaegam, North Korea.

The tremor occurred at 11:57 local time (02:57 UTC) and the USGS said the hypocenter of

the event was only one kilometer deep. Later, the Geophysical Service of the Russian Acad-

emy of Sciences did not register any seismic events and underground tremors at 16:00 local

time on 12 February 2013, in the Russian Far East. The China Earthquake Networks Center

also reported this event, putting the magnitude at Ms 4.9. The tremor caused by the test

could be felt by residents of the neighboring city of Hunchun and Antu, in Yanbian, Jilin

Province, China. A citizen of Hyesan, Ryanggang Province of North Korea, 80 km (50 mi)

west from the nuclear test site, reported that many 5- and 7-floor buildings shook very

severely, and this caused cracking.

Defying U.N. warnings, North Korea on Tuesday conducted its third nuclear test in the re-

mote, snowy northeast, taking a crucial step toward its goal of building a bomb small enough

to be fitted on a missile capable of striking the United States.

North Korea said the atomic test was merely its "first response" to what it called U.S. threats,

and said it will continue with unspecified "second and third measures of greater intensity"

if Washington maintains its hostility.

The underground test, which set off powerful seismic waves, drew immediate condemna-

tion from Washington, the U.N. and others. Even its only major ally, China, summoned the

North's ambassador for a dressing-down.

President Barack Obama, who was scheduled to give a State of the Union address later

Tuesday, said nuclear tests "do not make North Korea more secure." Instead, North Korea

has "increasingly isolated and impoverished its people through its ill-advised pursuit of

weapons of mass destruction," he said in a statement.

But the Obama administration's options for a response are limited, and a U.S. military strike

is highly unlikely.

In an emergency session, the U.N. Security Council unanimously said the test poses "a clear

threat to international peace and security" and pledged further action.

U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice called the test "highly provocative" and said the North's con-

tinued work on its nuclear and missile programs threatens regional and international peace

and security and "the security of a number of countries including the United States."

"They will not be tolerated," she said, "and they will be met with North Korea's increasing

isolation and pressure under United Nations sanctions."

It remains to be seen, however, whether China will sign on to any new, binding global sanc-

tions. Beijing, Pyongyang's primary trading partner, has resisted measures that would cut

off North Korea's economy completely.

China expressed firm opposition to Tuesday's test but called for a calm response by all sides.

Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi summoned North Korea's ambassador and delivered a

"stern representation" and demanded that North Korea "swiftly return to the correct chan-

nel of dialogue and negotiation," the ministry said in a statement.

The test was a defiant North Korean response to U.N. orders that it shut down its atomic

activity or face more sanctions and international isolation. It will likely draw more sanctions

from the United States and other countries at a time when North Korea is trying to rebuild

its moribund economy and expand its engagement with the outside world.

Several U.N. resolutions bar North Korea from conducting nuclear or missile tests because

the Security Council considers Pyongyang a would-be proliferator of weapons of mass de-

struction and its nuclear testing a threat to international peace and stability. North Korea

dismisses that as a double standard, and claims the right to build nuclear weapons as a

defense against the United States, which it has seen as Enemy No. 1 since the 1950-53

Korean War. The U.S. stations more than 28,000 troops in South Korea to protect its ally.

Tuesday's test is North Korea's first since young leader Kim Jong Un took power of a country

long estranged from the West. The test will likely be portrayed in North Korea as a strong

move to defend the nation against foreign aggression, particularly from the U.S.

RRRRReactioneactioneactioneactioneaction

In response, Japan's Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, called an urgent security meeting of the

United Nations Security Council. The emergency session was to be held 9 AM EST on Febru-

ary 12th, 2013. Tibor Toth, executive secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
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Organization Preparatory Commission (CTBTO), confirmed the event's location was "roughly

congruent with" nuclear tests carried out by North Korea in 2006 and 2009. Japan's Kyodo

News service reported the Japanese defense ministry had scrambled aircraft to hunt for

radiation effects. Japan's government held a national security council meeting in Tokyo ac-

cording to NHK. The South Korean military has also raised its readiness level.

China – The Foreign Minister of the People's Republic of China Yang Jiechi said that China

"resolutely" opposes the latest nuclear test conducted by the Democratic People's Republic

of Korea.

India – India's Ministry of External Affairs spokesman, called upon North Korea to "refrain

from such actions which adversely impact on peace and stability in region".

United Kingdom – British Foreign Secretary William Hague said: "North Korea's develop-

ment of its nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities poses a threat to international and re-

gional security. Its repeated provocations only serve to increase regional tension, and hinder

the prospects for lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula."

United States – The President of the United States Barack Obama called the test "highly

provocative", and said that it "undermines regional stability". He vowed actions to defend

the U.S. and its allies. The United States sent aircraft equipped with sensors that may be

able to determine whether it was a plutonium or uranium weapon.

Wrestling to be dropped from
2020 Olympic Games

Wrestling is set to be dropped from the 2020 Olympic Games to make way for a new sport.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) recommended its dismissal after assessing the

performance of all 26 sports at the London Games. "The news from the IOC is extremely

disappointing," said British Wrestling chief executive Colin Nicholson. There is a slim chance

wrestling may win a reprieve when the IOC meets in September to ratify its choice.

Modern pentathlon and taekwondo were thought to be the sports most at risk when the

IOC committee met in Lausanne, Switzerland on Tuesday, but wrestling was the surprise

choice.

It will now compete with with seven other sports - baseball/softball, squash, karate, sport

climbing, wakeboarding, wushu and roller sports - for a place in the 2020 Games.

"This is not the end of the process, this is purely a recommendation," said IOC spokesman

Mark Adams. "This is not about what's wrong with wrestling but what is good for the Games."

It is unlikely wrestling will be voted back in so soon after being removed by the executive

board, but Adams stressed: "Today's decision is not final."

Amateur wrestling's world governing body, the International Federation of Associated Wres-

tling Styles (FILA), said it was "greatly astonished" by the decision.

A Fila statement  said: "FILA will take all necessary steps to convince the executive commit-

tee and members of the IOC of this aberration of a decision against one of the founding

sports of the ancient and modern Olympic Games."

Wrestling, which combines freestyle and Greco-Roman events, was included in the inaugu-

ral modern Olympics in Athens in 1896.

It has been in every Games since, apart from Paris in 1900. At last year's Olympics, it fea-

tured 344 athletes competing in 11 medal events.

The 2004 Olympic gold medallist, American Cael Sanderson said: "Wrestling and the Olym-

pics go hand-in-hand. When you start taking the original sports away from the Olympics,

you really change what the Olympic Games are. What are you going to do next - change the

name of the Olympics?"

British wrestler Non Evans told the BBC: "I didn't see it coming. I'm very shocked, surprised

and disappointed. Wrestling is one of the most ancient sports, but I think the world has

changed.

"This will have a huge impact on wrestling. When you are young you aspire to compete at

an Olympics or World Cup. When a sport is not at the Olympics, as a child you will choose a

different sport."

Despite the decision, Nicholson said Great Britain would not lose focus in the next Olympics

in Rio de Janeiro.

"We will be looking to deliver success in 2016," he said. "We have two athletes who we

believe are genuine medal contenders.

"We are fortunate that we are a Commonwealth sport so our athletes will continue aspiring

towards 2014 and 2018.

"In the meantime, we will remain hopeful that the IOC may give wrestling another chance

to remain part of the Games."

Before making its decision, the IOC's programme commission assessed each sport by look-

ing at such factors as TV ratings, ticket sales, anti-doping and global popularity.

Klaus Schormann, president of modern pentathlon's governing body, said he had lobbied

hard to protect his sport's Olympic status.

"We have promised things and we have delivered," he said. "That gives me a great feeling.

It also gives me new energy to develop our sport further and never give up."

GB Modern Pentathlon chief executive, Jon Archer, was relieved his sport had been spared.

"Olympic inclusion is absolutely essential to our sport," he said. "It is at the centre of every-

thing we do. We can relax now and work to continually modernise the sport and raise aware-

ness." Samatha Murray, who won silver for GB in the Modern Pentathlon at London 2012,

said on Twitter:  "This is a very sad day for wrestling. However I want to thank the IOC's

decision to keep #ModPen in the OG for 2020. I'm elated. Thank you."

Golf and rugby sevens will be part of the programme for the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro

after winning inclusion in 2010.

The IOC will also decide in September whether Istanbul, Madrid or Tokyo will host the 2020

Games.

Iran Upgrades Devices at
Nuclear Plant as Talks

Resume
The top Iranian atomic energy official was quoted on Wednesday as saying that his country

had begun to install more sophisticated enrichment devices at its Natanz nuclear site. The

development coincided with the start of a new round of talks with negotiators from the

United Nations nuclear watchdog.

Fereydoon Abbasi, the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Agency, said scientists began putting in

new centrifuges last month, the semiofficial Iranian Students’ News Agency said. “We have

produced the machines as planned, and we are carrying out the installation gradually, to

complete the tests relevant to the new generation,”

Iran told the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United Nations nuclear regulatory

body, late last month that it planned to install the new equipment at Natanz, southeast of

Tehran, to speed up the production of enriched uranium, a move that seemed likely to worry

the United States, Israel and the West. But another Iranian news agency, Fars, quoted Mr.

Abbasi as saying that the new centrifuges were designed to enrich uranium to a purity of

less than 5 percent, not to the 20 percent level that prompts concerns about use in nuclear

weapons.

On Tuesday, Iran said that it was converting some of its stockpile of 20 percent enriched

uranium into reactor fuel. Diplomats in Vienna said that once that is done, it is difficult to

reconvert it for weapons. Some analysts argue that, by slowing the growth of its stockpile,

Tehran could be delaying the moment when it reaches a size large enough to prompt mili-

tary action by Israel, which has signaled readiness to attack Iran’s nuclear sites pre-emptively.

Iran denies that it is seeking the wherewithal to build a nuclear weapon.

Iranian officials met in Tehran on Wednesday with Herman Nackaerts, the deputy director

of the United Nations atomic agency, who has been pressing for access to a military area at

Parchin, 20 miles south of Tehran. International inspectors suspect that the site may have

been used for testing bomb triggers.

“Differences remain, but we will work hard to try to resolve these differences,” Mr. Nackaerts

told reporters in Vienna before departing for Tehran, according to IRNA, the Iranian state

news agency. He last met with the Iranian side, which is led by Ali-Asghar Soltaniyeh, the

country’s representative to the United Nations agency, on Jan 16.

After the meeting adjourned in the late afternoon, Mr. Soltaniyeh told Iranian reporters

that the two sides had exchanged new proposals and agreed on “some points,” according to

Reuters, which cited Press TV, the state-run English-language news channel. He said there

would be further discussions but did not say when, Reuters reported. On a separate negoti-

ating track, Iranian negotiators are scheduled to meet in Kazakhstan this month with repre-

sentatives of six powers — the United States, China, Russia, Britain, France and Germany —

for the next round in a long-running series of talks about curbing Iran’s uranium enrichment

program. So far those talks have been inconclusive.

Iran came under new pressure from President Obama in his State of the Union address to

settle its differences with the West.

 “The leaders of Iran must recognize that now is the time for a diplomatic solution, because

a coalition stands united in demanding that they meet their obligations, and we will do

what is necessary to prevent them from getting a nuclear weapon,” Mr. Obama said.

Maldives ex-leader seeks
refuge at Indian embassy

Former Maldives president Mohamed Nasheed took refuge at the Indian embassy in the

capital Male Wednesday to avoid arrest, demanding the resignation of his successor and

free and fair elections. Nasheed, 45, issued a statement from the besieged Indian diplo-

matic mission saying that his current trial for abuse of power when he was in office was a

"politically motivated sham". He sought refuge at the compound as police tried to execute

a court warrant and arrest him.

Nasheed said his deputy and successor, current president Mohamed Waheed, could not be

expected to hold a free and fair election.

"Waheed should do the right thing and resign from office," Nasheed said. "An interim, care-

taker government should be established that can lead the Maldives to genuinely free and

fair elections, in which all candidates are freely able to compete."

Nasheed's spokesman Mariya Didi said he would remain at the diplomatic compound until

the crisis was resolved.

"We don't see a quick resolution to this," Didi said, adding that Nasheed and his party did

not accept the legality of the court that is trying him for abuse of power when he was in

office from 2008 to February last year.

The new crisis comes amid more political turbulence in the Indian Ocean holiday destina-

tion a year after Nasheed, a pro-democracy campaigner, was ousted by violent demonstra-

tions and a mutiny by police and security forces.

"Mindful of my own security and stability in the Indian Ocean, I have taken refuge at the

Indian High Commission in Maldives," Nasheed wrote on Twitter a few hours after seeking

the safety in the embassy building.

Armed police stood outside the diplomatic compound.

A local magistrate's court issued an arrest warrant for him on Monday after he failed to

appear for a hearing during the weekend. A legal challenge to the arrest order in a higher

court failed on Wednesday, his party said.

Nasheed has repeatedly claimed that his trial was a politically motivated attempt to pre-

vent him from leading his Maldivian Democratic Party into polls in September. A conviction

would disqualify him.

Masood Imad, a spokesman for President Waheed, confirmed to AFP that police were wait-

ing to arrest Nasheed on court orders, but said they would not enter the diplomatic com-

pound.

"Maldivian police under no condition will enter the Indian High Commission and so it's a

wait-and-watch situation for the police," he said.

The Indian foreign ministry in New Delhi said it was "in touch with the relevant Maldivian

authorities to resolve the situation" and called on Waheed's government to ensure fair elec-

tions. "It is necessary that the presidential nominees of recognised political parties be free

to participate in the elections without any hindrance," said the statement.

"Prevention of participation by political leaders in the contest would call into question the

integrity of the electoral process, thereby perpetuating the current political instability in

Maldives."

Nasheed, a famed global warming activist, won the first free elections in the Maldives in

2008.

He claims he was ousted in a coup orchestrated by former strongman ruler Maumoon Abdul

Gayoom in alliance with the Islamist opposition. The current government denies the allega-

tion. An international investigation concluded that the transfer of power did not amount to

a coup.

Nasheed, who was repeatedly detained and tortured during his days as a pro-democracy

activist, was briefly arrested in October last year at the start of the trial.

If convicted of abusing his powers, he could be fined US$130 and sentenced to three years

in jail.

Jacques Rogge to Meet With
Wrestling Leader

Facing a wave of criticism from around the world, IOC President Jacques Rogge will meet

with the head of wrestling's governing body to discuss ways the sport can fight to save its

place in the Olympics.

The IOC executive board dropped wrestling from the program of the 2020 Games on Tues-

day, a decision which brought a sharp backlash from wrestling organizations and national

Olympic bodies around the world — including the United States, Russia and Iran.

The move must still be ratified by the full International Olympic Committee in September,

giving wrestling time to try to overturn a decision against a sport which dates back to the

ancient Olympics and has been featured since the inaugural modern games in 1896.

Rogge said Wednesday he has been contacted by Raphael Martinetti, the Swiss president of

international wrestling federation FILA, and was encouraged by the sport's resolve to make

changes and fight for its place.

"We agreed we would meet at the first opportunity to have discussions," Rogge said at a

news conference at the close of a two-day board meeting. "I should say FILA reacted well to

this disheartening news for them.

"They vowed to adapt the sport and vowed to fight to be eventually included in the 2020

slot." Wrestling, which remains on the program for the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, still

has a chance to stay on the list for 2020 — if it manages to respond decisively to the wakeup

call and convince the IOC to reverse course.

"This is not the end of the day. The door is not closed," IOC Vice President Thomas Bach of

Germany said. "It's good to see the reaction of FILA to say, 'OK we have understood, we

have to do something and we will present a plan for the future of wrestling.' That is the

right attitude."

Wrestling now joins seven other sports vying for one opening on the 2020 program: a com-

bined bid from baseball and softball, karate, squash, roller sports, sport climbing,

wakeboarding and the martial art of wushu.

The IOC executive board will meet in May in St. Petersburg, Russia, to decide which sport or

sports to propose for 2020 inclusion. The final vote will be made at the IOC general assem-

bly in September in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

"The vote of yesterday is not an elimination of wrestling from the Olympic Games," Rogge

said. "Wrestling will participate in the games in Rio de Janeiro. To the athletes who train

now, I say, 'Continue training for your participation in Rio. Your federation is working for the

inclusion in the 2020 Games.'"

Rogge was asked whether Tuesday's decision marked an end to wrestling's Olympic hopes.

"I cannot look into a crystal ball into the future," he said. "We have established a fair pro-

cess by which the sport that would not be included in the core has a chance to compete with

the seven other sports for the slot on the 2020 Games."

Rogge said he was fully aware of the strength of criticism leveled at the IOC for the move.

"We knew even before the decision was taken whatever sport would not be included in the

core program would lead to criticism from the supporters of that sport," he said.

Still, complaints continued to pour in Wednesday from different parts of the world, uniting

the U.S. and Iran on an issue in ways never imagined in diplomatic circles. The U.S. and

Russia were also unlikely allies in the save-wrestling campaign.

Bahraini uprising
The Bahraini uprising is a series of demonstrations, amounting to a sustained campaign of

civil resistance, in the Persian Gulf country of Bahrain. As part of the revolutionary wave of

protests in the Middle East and North Africa following the self-immolation of Mohammed

Bouazizi in Tunisia, the Bahraini protests were initially aimed at achieving greater political

freedom and equality for the majority Shia population, and expanded to a call to end the

monarchy of King Hamad following a deadly night raid on 17 February 2011 against protest-

ers at the Pearl Roundabout in Manama, known locally as the Bloody Thursday.

Protesters in Manama camped for days at the Pearl Roundabout, which functioned as the

centre point of protests. After a month, the government requested troops and police from

the Gulf Cooperation Council, which arrived on 14 March. A day later, the king of Bahrain

declared martial law and a three-month state of emergency. Pearl Roundabout was cleared

of protesters and the iconic statue at its center was destroyed. After lifting state of emer-

gency on 1 June, the opposition party Al Wefaq organized several weekly protests  usually

attended by tens of thousands. One of their marches organized in 9 March 2012 was at-

tended by over 100,000 and another on 31 August attracted tens of thousands. Daily smaller-

scale protests and clashes continued, mostly outside Manama's business districts. By April

2012, more than 80 people had died during the uprising.

The police response has been described as a "brutal" crackdown on peaceful and unarmed

protestors, including doctors and bloggers. The police carried out midnight house raids in

Shia neighbourhoods, beatings at checkpoints, and denial of medical care in a campaign of

intimidation. More than 2,929 people have been arrested, and at least five people died due

to torture while in police custody.

In June, King Hamad established a commission of inquiry composed of international inde-

pendent figures to assess the incidents. The report was released on 23 November and con-

firmed the Bahraini government's use of systematic torture and other forms of physical and

psychological abuse on detainees, as well as other human rights violations. It also rejected

the government's claims that the protests were instigated by Shi'a Iran. It has been criticised

for not disclosing the names of individual perpetrators of abuses and extending account-

ability only to those who actively carried out human rights violations.

Euro zone slips deeper into
recession

The euro zone slipped deeper into recession in the last three months of 2012 after its larg-

est economies shrank markedly at the end of the year.

It marked the currency region's first full year in which no quarter produced growth, extend-

ing back to 1995.

Economic output in the 17-country region fell by 0.6 per cent in the fourth quarter, the EU's

statistics office Eurostat said, following a 0.1 per cent drop in output in the third quarter.

The drop was the steepest since the first quarter of 2009 and more severe than the average

forecast of a 0.4 per cent drop in a Reuters poll of 61 economists.

For the year as a whole, gross domestic product (GDP) fell by 0.5 per cent.

Within the zone, only Estonia and Slovakia grew in the last quarter of the year, although

there are no figures available yet for Ireland, Greece, Luxembourg, Malta and Slovenia.

The big economies set the tone.

Germany contracted by 0.6 per cent on the quarter, official data showed, marking its worst

performance since the global financial crisis was raging in 2009.

France's 0.3 per cent fall was also slightly worse than expectations.

Worryingly for Berlin, it was export performance - the motor of its economy - that did most

of the damage although economists expect it to bounce back quickly.

The euro hit a session low against the dollar after the weaker than forecast German reading

and dropped again after the release of full euro zone figures.

Back revisions to the French figures showed its output fell by 0.1 per cent in each of the first

and second quarters of 2012, meaning the country has already experienced one bout of

recession in the last twelve months.

Economists say the euro zone may also shrink in the first quarter of 2013 although more

resilient Germany is expected to rebound.

"The chances that the (German) economy will return to growth at the beginning of this year

are very good. The early indicators are all pointing upwards," said Andrea Rees, chief Ger-

man economist at UniCredit.

"The question is how strong the first quarter will be. We expect growth of 0.3 per cent but

it could be more."

Dutch GDP dropped 0.2 per cent over the quarter, keeping it in recession, while the Aus-

trian economy shrank at the same rate.

For the more embattled members of the currency region, matters are of course worse.

Italy suffered its sixth successive quarterly fall in GDP - this time by a sharp 0.9 per cent -

putting it into a longer slump than it suffered in 2008/2009.

Its recession has been deepened by austerity measures that outgoing prime minister Mario

Monti introduced to stave off a debt crisis.

With an election due on February 24/25th, all sides in a three-way race between Monti's

centrist region, Pier Luigi Bersani's centre-left coalition and Silvio Berlusconi's centre-right
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are pledging to cut taxes to try to kickstart economic growth.

Spain, the euro zone's fourth largest economy, released figures two weeks ago which showed

it remained deep in recession after a 0.7 per cent contraction in the fourth quarter.

Madrid is also pressing on with harsh austerity measures to cut its debt but may be given

more time to meet its deficit targets by the European Commission if its economy worsens

further.

There are signs that countries like Spain are starting to benefit from harsh internal devalu-

ations - marked by wage falls and job losses aimed at making companies leaner and more

productive.

The ECB predicts the euro zone will pick up later in the year although its currency, if it keeps

strengthening, could quickly snuff out any of those hard-won competitive advantages for its

high debt members.

More recent data for January have already suggested some upturn in the first months of

2013, in the region's stronger members at least, and if improvement comes it is likely to be

seen in Germany first.

"The debt crisis has ebbed significantly and the global economy has turned up," said Joerg

Kraemer at Commerzbank. "Therefore all the important early indicators for Germany are

pointing upwards. I expect noticeable economic growth again in the first quarter."

Heinz bought by Warren
Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway

for $28bn
US billionaire Warren Buffett is set to buy food giant Heinz in a deal worth $28bn (£18bn).

Mr Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway company and private equity firm 3G have agreed to take

over the food company, famous for its ketchup and baked beans.

In a statement, Heinz called the deal "historic", and the largest to date in the food industry.

Shares in Heinz soared nearly 20% in New York to hit the $72.50 price being offered.

And Class A shares in Berkshire Hathaway rose 1% to $149,240 a share - a record closing

high. The takeover has been approved by the company's board, but still needs to be voted

on by shareholders.

"The Heinz brand is one of the most respected brands in the global food industry and this

historic transaction provides tremendous value to Heinz shareholders," said Heinz chair-

man, president and chief executive William Johnson.

"We look forward to partnering with Berkshire Hathaway and 3G Capital, both greatly re-

spected investors, in what will be an exciting new chapter in the history of Heinz."

The deal will marry one of the best-known brands in the food industry with one of the US's

most famous businessmen.

Mr Buffett is one of the richest men in the world, having amassed a multi-billion-dollar

fortune over decades of investing. His investment expertise has earned him the nickname

"the sage of Omaha".

"It is our kind of company," Mr Buffett told CNBC. "I've sampled it many times."

"Anytime we see a deal is attractive and it's our kind of business and we've got the money,

I'm ready to go," he said.

3G Capital also owns the fast-food chain Burger King.

The deal will offer shareholders $72.50 a share, a 20% premium on the company's previous

all-time high share price.

Berkshire Hathaway will contribute $12-$13bn in cash to the deal. In total around $23bn of

the deal will be in cash, with the rest in debt.

Heinz has been operating in the US market since it was founded in Pittsburgh in the late

19th Century.

Heinz says it sells 650 million bottles of its ketchup worldwide every year, and it is the big-

gest seller of baked beans in the UK.

Emerging markets make up around a quarter of its global sales, Heinz said.

In the UK and Ireland it employs around 2,500 people, with its headquarters in Hayes,

Middlesex and food factories around the country.

Unite, Britain's biggest union, has called for a meeting with Heinz for assurances over jobs

in the UK. At a press conference following the announcement of the deal, 3G Capital's co-

founder Alex Behring assured Heinz employees the 144-year-old business would continue

to be headquartered in Pittsburgh. But he said it was too soon to discuss potential cost-

cutting measures. If agreed, the deal would be the latest in a string of big deals announced

recently, after merger activity suffered during the global financial crisis.

Earlier American Airlines and US Airways confirmed plans to merge, in an $11bn deal to

create the world's biggest airline, and last week computer maker Dell announced a planned

$24bn takeover by its founder Michael Dell.

The UK's Virgin Media is also set to be bought by Liberty Global for $23.3bn.

HeinzHeinzHeinzHeinzHeinz

Founded by HJ Heinz and neighbour Clarence Nobel in 1869

1.5 million cans of beans sold in the UK every day

Annual ketchup sales total more than $1.5bn from 140 countries

The first Heinz product was horseradish sauce

Japan's economy contracts
for third straight quarter

The world's third-largest economy failed last quarter to pull out of a mild recession, further

raising prospects of aggressive fiscal and monetary stimulus.

Data from Japan's Cabinet Office showed the economy contracted at an annual rate of 0.4%

from October to December -- a steeper slowdown than economists had expected and the

third consecutive quarter of negative growth.

Exports, a primary driver of Japan's economy, remain in a slump, and the country's trade

deficit is ballooning.

Later Thursday, the country's central bank will announce its latest policy decision. The bank,

which is not expected to announce any major changes to monetary policy, is under intense

political pressure.

Newly appointed Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has been the bank's most vocal antagonist,

deploying supercharged rhetoric in an attempt to steer the country's central bank into ag-

gressive easing.

The bank has responded to the pressure, pledging to make "open-ended" purchases of gov-

ernment bonds and raising its inflation target to 2% from 1%.

Related: Don't fight the BoJ

Abe's government has also put in place an $117 billion fiscal stimulus package that will

increase spending on public works, disaster recovery and provide aid to smaller businesses.

The actions have precipitated a sharp fall in the value of the yen, which has weakened by

nearly 20% against the U.S. dollar since the beginning of October.

Related: Yen plunges as Japan gambles for growth

Japanese exporters rank prominently among the beneficiaries of Abe's policies and the yen's

decline.

A weaker currency cheapens the price of a country's exports, making them more attractive

to international buyers.

Last week, the Nikkei rose to its highest level in more than four years, riding a wave of

optimism that has coincided with Abe's rising political fortunes. While the rally may yet

have a little further to run, stocks have probably seen most of the gains they can expect

from the currency move.

Paralympic star Pistorius
appears in court

Oscar Pistorius, the South African Paralympic sprinter, has appeared in court to face a mur-

der charge over the fatal shooting of his girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp, at his home in Pretoria.

State prosecutors said during proceedings on Friday that they will argue that Pistorius com-

mitted premeditated murder.

Dressed in a dark suit, the 26-year-old Olympic and Paralympic star stood with head bowed

in front of Magistrate Desmond Nair to hear the charge of one count of murder read out.

Pistorius then started sobbing, covering his face with his hands. He was then remanded

back into police custody until the next hearing, scheduled for Tuesday.

He disputes the charge laid against him "in the strongest possible terms", his agent said on

Friday. Steenkamp was shot four times, in the head and the hand, by bullets fired from a

9mm pistol owned by Pistorius, police said on Thursday.

"She was hit by four shots," Denise Beukes, police spokeswoman, said, adding that wounds

have been found in the head and the hand.

South Africa has some of the world's highest rates of violent crime and many home owners

have weapons to defend themselves against intruders.

Pistorius was held overnight at Pretoria's Boschkop police station after undergoing medical

and forensic examinations, police said.

On Friday morning he was led, flanked by family members and officers, to a police station

wagon to be taken to Pretoria's central magistrate's court.

The hearing was delayed for two hours as Pistorius' defence lawyers objected to throngs of

local and international reporters packed into the courtroom.

Authorities earlier said they had opened a murder case after receiving a call that there had

been a shooting at Pistorius' home in the Silverlakes gated community on the outskirts of

Pretoria.

Katlego Mogale, a police spokeswoman, said that when officers arrived they found para-

medics trying to revive a 30-year-old woman. Officers found a 9mm pistol at the scene and

took Pistorius into custody. Steenkamp was reported to have been dating Pistorius for a

year. "We are all devastated. Her family is in shock," Steenkamp's agent, Sarita Tomlinson,

told Reuters news agency, in tears over the incident, which happened in the early hours of

the morning. "They did have a good relationship. Nobody actually knows what happened."

Steenkamp had been due to give a talk at a Johannesburg school this week about violence

against women.

Pistorius, who is popularly known as Blade Runner, races wearing carbon-fibre prosthetic

blades after he was born without a fibula in both legs.

He was the first double amputee to run in the Olympics and reached the 400 semi-finals in

London 2012.

In last year's Paralympics he suffered his first loss over 200 metres in nine years.

After the race he sullied his "media darling" persona somewhat by questioning the legiti-

macy of Brazilian winner Alan Oliveira's prosthetic blades.

The comments prompted controversy, though Pistorius was quick to express his regret.

LHC switches off for two-year
break

The Large Hadron Collider has turned off its particle beams ahead of a shut-down period

that will last two years. The particle accelerator is best known for identifying a particle

believed to be the Higgs boson in late 2012. But following technical faults shortly after it

first switched on, the machine has never been run at the full energies for which it was de-

signed.

A programme of repairs and upgrades to the accelerator and its infrastructure should allow

that in late 2014. The LHC's beams were "dumped" early on Thursday morning, but it will

take until Saturday morning for the machine's 1,734 magnets to warm up to room tempera-

ture. Then an unprecedented period of upgrade and repair - dubbed "Long Shutdown 1" -

will begin.

The machine ran at particle energies of 8 trillion electron-volts (teraelectronvolts; TeV) in

2012, up from the prior high point of 7TeV in 2011.

But when the shutdown concludes, slated for the end of November 2014, it should be set to

run at 14TeV - far and away the highest-energy collisions ever attempted by scientists.

"We have been running successfully, but only at half the maximum energy, because we can

only safely run the magnets at half the design current," said Tony Weidberg, a University of

Oxford physicist who works on the LHC's Atlas detector.

The problem has been the connections between the giant magnets that help steer charged

particles around the LHC's 27km-long ring.

A fault in 2008, just nine days after particle beams first circulated at the LHC, caused what is

known as a "quench" in a number of the magnets, in turn resulting in a leak of liquid helium

and sparking a repair operation that took more than a year.

"After the incident, the long-term plan was to get some running at intermediate energy and

then have a long shut-down when we improve the connections between the magnets," Prof

Weidberg told BBC News.

"That's a major operation, because you have to warm up all these superconducting mag-

nets and go in and do repairs."

But the shut-down schedule also includes upgrades to all four of the LHC's detectors, the

shielding of electronics, and even an overhaul of the ventilation system of the tunnel that

houses the main accelerator ring.

The shut-down is due to conclude in late November 2014. after which the system will be

put through its paces and experiments are expected to resume in February or March 2015.

In the meantime, scientists will stay busy analysing plenty of data from the 2012 data run,

which thanks to improvements to the focusing of the LHC's beams as well as the slightly

higher energies, provided more than twice as much data as the 2011 run.

WhaWhaWhaWhaWhat is an electrt is an electrt is an electrt is an electrt is an electronononononvvvvvolt?olt?olt?olt?olt?

Charged particles tend to speed up in an electric field, defined as an electric potential - or

voltage - spread over a distance

One electron volt (eV) is the energy gained by a single electron as it accelerates through a

potential of one volt

It is a convenient unit of measure for particle accelerators, which speed particles up through

much higher electric potentials

The first accelerators only created bunches of particles with an energy of about a million eV

The LHC can reach particle energies a million times higher: up to several teraelectronvolts

(TeV)

This is still only the energy in the motion of a flying mosquito

But LHC beams include hundreds of trillions of these particles, each travelling at

99.99999999% of the speed of light

Facebook hacked, but says
users not affected

Facebook Friday announced that it was the target of a "sophisticated" hacking attempt in

January, though the company assured its users that their data was not "compromised."

The information was communicated in a blog post by Facebook Security. The social network's

security experts explained that a few employees had visited an infected site, which installed

malware on their laptops via a then-unknown bug in Java. The laptops, Facebook noted in

its defense, were "fully-patched and running up-to-date anti-virus software."

Suspicious activity was noted on Facebook's internal networks shortly thereafter, tracked to

the laptops in question, and remedied; The Java exploit was reported to Oracle (which makes

the Web app platform), which issued a patch on Feb. 1.

Facebook's Chief Security Officer, Joe Sullivan, told Ars Technica that the attackers "were

trying to move laterally into our production environment," where they would have access

to lots of private and proprietary data. They were stopped before that point, but could have

collected some non-user data like corporate emails and some code.

"We have found no evidence that Facebook user data was compromised," the company

wrote in the blog post.

Kaspersky Lab's Kurt Baumgartner told NBC News this is likely accurate and not just lip

service: "They know their network layout, permissions, logging and which systems were

hit." Baumgartner also said it was "clear" that this attack had nothing to do with the recent

high-profile attacks on the New York Times, Washington Post, and other news organiza-

tions.

A security expert at another company with knowledge of the matter was told the Facebook

attack appeared to have originated in China, Reuters reported.

Facebook says it is working with law enforcement and other companies' security teams to

analyze and prevent future breaches.

While Facebook said no user data was compromised, the incident could raise consumer

concerns about privacy and the vulnerability of personal information stored within the so-

cial network.

The social network has made several privacy missteps over the years because of the way it
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METEORITES INJURE

HUNDREDS IN CENTRAL
RUSSIA

A meteor crashing in Russia's Ural mountains has injured at least 950 people, as the

shockwave blew out windows and rocked buildings. Most of those hurt, in the

Chelyabinsk region where meteorites fell, suffered cuts and bruises but at least 46

remain in hospital.

A fireball streaked through the clear morning sky, followed by loud bangs. President

Vladimir Putin said he thanked God no big fragments had fallen in populated areas.

A large meteorite landed in a lake near Chebarkul, a town in Chelyabinsk region.

The meteor's dramatic passing was witnessed in Yekaterinburg, 200km (125 miles) to

the north, and in Kazakhstan, to the south. "It was quite extraordinary," Chelyabinsk

resident Polina Zolotarevskaya told. "We saw a very bright light and then there was a

kind of a track, white and yellow in the sky." "The explosion was so strong that some

windows in our building and in the buildings that are across the road and in the city in

general, the windows broke." Officials say a large meteor partially burned up in the

lower atmosphere, resulting in a number of meteorites falling earthwards.

Thousands of rescue workers have been dispatched to the area to provide help to the

injured, the emergencies ministry said.

The Chelyabinsk region, about 1,500km (930 miles) east of Moscow, is home to many

factories, a nuclear power plant and the Mayak atomic waste storage and treatment

centre. One Russian politician said the event was not a meteor shower but a US weap-

ons test, Russia's Interfax news agency reported.

Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the leader of the ultra-nationalist Liberal Democratic Party, was

quoted as saying: "Meteors are falling. Those are not meteors, it is Americans testing

their new weapon."

Chelyabinsk's health department said 985 people had sought medical treatment, in-

cluding 204 children, Interfax reported. Two people in the town of Kopeysk were in a

serious condition, it added. The governor of Chelyabinsk region, Mikhail Yurevich,

was quoted elsewhere as saying 950 people had been hurt, two seriously.

Mr Putin promised "immediate" aid for people affected, saying kindergartens and

schools had been damaged, and work disrupted at industrial enterprises.

Many children were at lessons when the meteor fell at around 09:20 (03:20 GMT).

Video posted online showed frightened, screaming youngsters at one Chelyabinsk

school, where corridors were littered with broken glass.

Chelyabinsk resident Sergei Serskov told the city had felt like a "war zone" for 20 to 30

minutes. "I was in the office when suddenly I saw a really bright flash in the window in

front of me," he said. "Then I smelt fumes. I looked out the window and saw a huge

line of smoke, like you get from a plane but many times bigger." "A few minutes later

the window suddenly came open and there was a huge explosion, followed by lots of

little explosions." In Yekaterinburg, 36-year-old resident Viktor Prokofiev was driving

to work when he witnessed the event. "It was quite dark, but it suddenly became as

bright as if it was day," he was quoted by Reuters as saying. "I felt like I was blinded by

headlights." Debris also reportedly fell on the west Siberian region of Tyumen.

Governor Yurevich reported that

a meteorite had landed in a lake

1km outside Chebarkul, which

has a population of 46,000.

A Russian army spokesman said

a crater 6m (20ft) wide had been

found on the shore of the lake.

The Russian Academy of Sci-

ences estimates that the meteor

weighed about 10 tonnes and

entered the Earth's atmosphere at a speed of at least 54,000 km/h (33,000mph). It

would have shattered about 30-50km (18-32 miles) above ground, with most of the

meteor burning up.

Scientists have played down suggestions that there is any link between the event in

the Urals and 2012 DA14, an asteroid passing the Earth on Friday at a distance of just

27,700km (17,200 miles) - the

closest ever predicted for an

object of that size. Prof Alan

Fitzsimmons, of the Astro-

physics Research Centre at

Queen's University Belfast,

said there was "almost defi-

nitely" no connection. Such meteor strikes are rare in Russia but one is thought to

have devastated an area of more than 2,000 sq km (770 sq miles) in Siberia in 1908.

OPINION - EDITOPINION - EDITOPINION - EDITOPINION - EDITOPINION - EDITORIALORIALORIALORIALORIAL

In August 1999, the IAF which is responsible

for carrying out VVIP communication task,

proposed the replacement of Mi-8 VIP heli-

copters due to severe operational con-

straints, such as, inability of Mi-8 to operate

at night and in adverse weather, inability to

operate safely at places in elevation beyond

2000 meters etc. IAF felt the need for the

replacement of Mi-8 helicopters as they were

completing their total technical life.

2.    A global RFP was issued in March 2002

to which 4 vendors responded. The Techni-

cal Evaluation Committee shortlisted 3 heli-

copters and accordingly flight evaluations

were conducted.  Since, EH-101 of M/s.

AgustaWestland was not certified for an al-

titude of 6000 meters, it did not participate

in the flight evaluation. The Russian helicop-

ter Mi-172 could not comply with 7 manda-

tory Operational Requirements (ORs).  After

flight evaluation, EC-225 of M/s. Eurocopter,

France was found suitable for acquisition.

3.    On November 19, 2003 a meeting was

taken by Principal Secretary to PM on this

subject.  In the meeting, Principal Secretary

observed that his main concern was that the

framing of the mandatory requirements has

led us effectively into a single vendor situa-

tion.  It was also noted that PM and Presi-

dent have rarely made visits to places involv-

ing flying at an altitude beyond 4500 meters.

In the meeting it was decided to make the

mandatory requirement for operational al-

titude 4500 meters. The higher flying ceiling

of 6000 meters, and a cabinet height of 1.8

meters could be made desirable operational

requirements.  It was observed that with

these revisions, several helicopters which

otherwise met all requirements but had been

rejected due to the altitude restriction, would

now come into the reckoning.

4.    The meeting was followed by a letter

dated 22nd December, 2003 from the Princi-

pal Secretary to PM to the Air Chief, stating

that it was unfortunate that neither PMO nor

SPG was consulted while framing these man-

datory requirements.  He suggested that CAS

and Defence Secretary may jointly review the

matter to draw up realistic mandatory re-

quirements satisfying operational, security

and convenience requirements of VVIPs and

also set in motion a fast track process for se-

lection and acquisition of the replacement

helicopters.

5.    In pursuance of the above directive, the

ORs were deliberated at length between IAF,

NSA, SPG/PMO and MoD between March,

2005 to September, 2006 and the above in-

dicated changes were incorporated.

6.    The required numbers of helicopters for

the entourage of VVIP was further deliber-

ated between Air HQ, MoD and SPG/PMO.

The quantity of helicopters proposed for pro-

curement was revised from 8 to 12 helicop-

ters by adding 4 helicopters in non-VIP con-

figuration for security reasons.

7.    The AON for the procurement of 12 heli-

copters was accorded by the Defence Acqui-

sition Council under 'Buy' category with 30

percent offsets on 3rd January, 2006.  RFP

was issued to 6 vendors on 27thSeptember,

2006.

8.    Three vendors, namely M/s Sikorsky, USA

(S-92 helicopter), M/sAgustaWestland, UK

(EH-101 helicopter) and M/s.

Rosoboronexport, Russia (Mi-172 helicopter)

responded to the RFP.

9.    M/s. Rosoboronexport did not submit

earnest money deposit and the Integrity

Pact, along with their Technical and Commer-

cial proposals. It had been made clear to M/

s Rosoboronexport in February 2007 that this

was a global tender and hence every contrac-

tual clause would be the same for all ven-

dors.  As no Integrity Pact and Earnest Money

Deposit were received from M/s

Rosoboronexport, their Techno-Commercial

offer was not accepted.
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10.  The Technical Evaluation Committee

evaluated the technical proposals of M/s

Sikorsky and M/s AgustaWestland and rec-

ommended field evaluation trials of their

helicopters.

11.  The Field Evaluation Trial of M/s

AgustaWestland was carried out in UK and

trials of M/s Sikorsky were carried out in USA

from 16 January 2008 to February 2008.  The

Field Evaluation Trial team submitted its re-

port in April 2008 and recommended AW-

101 helicopter of M/s AgustaWestland for

induction into Service.  SPG was also part of

the Field Evaluation Trial team.

12.  The Staff Evaluation Report of Air HQ

concluded that the S-92 helicopter was non-

compliant with respect to four SQRs for the

VVIP helicopter (Missile Approach Warning

System, Service Ceiling of 4.5 km, Drift Down

Altitude and Hover Out of Ground Effect).

The Staff Evaluation Report assessed the

VVIP helicopter AW-101 to be fully compli-

ant with all SQRs.

13.  Technical Oversight Committee consti-

tuted on 6 August 2008 found that the field

evaluation trials, compliance to SQRs and

selection of vendors were done according to

the prescribed procedures.

14.  Contract Negotiation Committee (CNC)

was constituted and it carried out its discus-

sions with the vendor between 19 Septem-

ber 2008 and 21 January, 2009.  While the

CNC was progressing its discussions, Air HQ,

recommended inclusion of Traffic Collusion

Avoidance System (TCAS-II) and Enhanced

Ground Proximity Warning System (EGPWS)

for all 12 helicopters and SPG/PMO recom-

mended inclusion of Medevac System for 8

VVIP helicopters.  These additional equip-

ment were considered to be essential for safe

and effective operation of the helicopter in

VVIP transportation role.  SPG also agreed

to these requirements.  The CNC, thereafter,

recommended conclusion of the contract at

a negotiated price of EURO 556.262 million.

15.  On completion of CNC the proposal was

submitted for approval of the Cabinet Com-

mittee on Security (CCS).  The CCS consid-

ered the proposal in its meeting held on 18

January 2010 and approved the proposal.

16.  In pursuance of the decision of the CCS

the Ministry of Defence concluded a contract

for the supply of 12 AW-101 VVIP helicopter

with M/s AgustaWestland, UK on 08 Febru-

ary, 2010.

17.  The procurement case was, thus, pro-

gressed in accordance with the established

procurement procedure in a transparent

manner with all stages of procurement be-

ing followed meticulously.   Security aspects

as required by SPG/PMO and IAF were fully

taken into consideration.  The role of PMO

which began in 2003 was to ensure that se-

curity, communication and other require-

ments of VVIP security were taken care of

and the helicopter for VVIP use is selected

on the basis of broad based QRs.

18.  Contract signed with M/s.

AgustaWestland includes specific contractual

provisions against bribery and the use of

undue influence. Article 22 of the contract

deals with penalty for use of undue influ-

ence. This clause entitles the 'Buyer' to can-

cel the contract with the 'Seller' and recover

from him the amount of any loss arising from

such cancellation.  Article 23 of the contract

dealing with agents and agency commission

requires the 'Seller' to confirm and declare

that he has not engaged any individual or

firm, whether Indian or foreign, whosoever,

to intercede, facilitate or in any way to rec-

ommend to the Government of India or any

of its functionaries, whether officially or un-

officially, to award of the contract to the

'Seller' nor has any amount been paid, prom-

ised or intended to be paid to any such indi-

vidual or firm in respect of any such inter-

cession, facilitation or recommendation.

This clause further entitles the 'Buyer' to con-

sider cancellation of the contract without any

entitlement or compensation to the 'Seller'

who shall be liable to refund all payments

made by the 'Buyer' in terms of the contract

along with interest.

19.  In addition to the above contractual pro-

visions, M/s. Agusta Westland has signed an

Integrity Pact with the Government.  The

validity of this Integrity Pact is from the date

of its signing and extends up to five years or

the complete execution of the contract

whichever is later. Under the Integrity Pact,

the bidder commits himself to take all mea-

sures necessary to prevent corrupt practices,

unfair means and illegal activities during any

stage of the bid or during any pre-contract

or post-contract stage.  Any breach of the

provisions of the Integrity Pact entitles the

'Buyer' to take actions against the 'Seller'

which includes forfeiture of the earnest

money, performance bond, cancellation of

the contract without giving any compensa-

tion, to recover all the sums already paid with

interest, to cancel any other contracts with

the bidder and to debar the bidder from en-

tering into any bid from the Government for

a minimum period of five years which may

be extended, etc.

20.  As regards, the allegations of unethical

dealings in helicopter procurement case in-

cluding involvement of middleman and pay-

ment of bribes etc., the first report in the

media appeared in February 2012.

21.  Immediately (the next day after the news

item appeared in the papers) DG(Acq) in

MoD sought a factual report in the matter

from our Embassy in Rome.

22.  MoD also noted the report in the 'Hindu'

of 28.2.2012 that, quoting Finmeccanica,

states that its subsidiary AgustaWestland is

not involved in "any irregularity in the deal".

23.  Subsequently, MoD received more than

one communication from M/s

AgustaWestland confirming that the state-

ments in the press are "completely    un-

founded and have been issued with mali-

cious intent" and that "no commissions what-

soever were paid" in the case.

24.  In April 2012, MoD wrote again to our

Embassy in Rome seeking an update.

25.  A detailed report on the status of the

case was received from our Embassy in Rome

in May 2012.  The report made it clear that

there are inherent difficulties in obtaining

formal details of the case given the indepen-

dence of the judiciary from the executive in

Italy.

26.  MoD in July 2012 wrote to our embassy

in Rome stating that it could approach the

concerned judicial authorities directly.  A for-

mal request was indeed made by the em-

bassy to the Naples prosecutors office on July

16, 2012.

27.  Since factual information was difficult to

arrive at, Defence Secretary wrote to Secre-

tary (West), MEA, in October 2012 reiterat-

ing the importance of the need to get infor-

mation from the Italian authorities so that

MoD could take further necessary action in

this regard.

28.  MEA's response again was that the mat-

ter had been taken up with the Italian side

and the position conveyed for the need for

'reliable information', for "news reports

alone could not be the basis for the Ministry

of Defence to make any preliminary deter-

mination".

29.  In October 2012 Defence Secretary also

wrote to Secretary (West) to take up the

matter with the Government of U.K.  in view

of the alleged involvement of a British citi-

zen and the fact that the contract was signed

with M/s AgustaWestland, U.K.

30.  In November 2012, Secretary (West),

MEA, replied to Defence Secretary stating

that 'the U.K. authorities were waiting for the

results of the Italian investigation in order to

ascertain whether there are further actions

to take'.

31.  Earlier, in connection with the letter re-

ceived from one

Mr. Edmund Allen of Ganton Limited, USA,

MoD had written on 19.4.12 to CBI and En-

forcement Directorate for necessary action,

as Abhishek Verma and others were also be-

ing named in various media reports in con-

nection with several defence deals.  Later,

Enforcement Directorate informed MoD in

July 2012 that they were enquiring into the

allegations.

32.  In November 2012, a letter was received

in MoD from the Director, Income Tax (Inves-

tigations) regarding allegations against Indi-

ans possibly involved in the deal as middle-

men and seeking information about them.

The current status of the case was conveyed

to the income tax authorities in January 2013;

in return, MoD asked Income Tax to share

with it any 'credible information'.

33.  Throughout the process of this case, MoD

has been prompt to take action on newspa-

per reports, and to seek factual information

from the concerned authorities.  Since for-

eign governments are involved, MoD has

consistently pursued the matter though

MEA.

34.  As soon as information was available of

one concrete step having been taken by the

concerned foreign investigative authorities,

namely, the arrest of Mr. Giuseppe Orsi, CEO,

Finmeccanica on Feb 12, 2013. MoD handed

over the case to CBI for investigation and put

on hold all further payments to Agusta

Westland.  Besides this, the Indian Embassy

has been requested to provide the factual

position and any other relevant information.

The CEO of M/s AgustaWestland has also

been asked to categorically state the clear

position in view of the current developments

indicating specifically if any financial trans-

action has taken place with any Indian indi-

vidual / entity which would be violative of

the Integrity Pact or any other terms and con-

ditions of the contract.

35.  As already mentioned above, both the

contract and integrity pact signed with M/s

AgustaWestland, U.K., contain specific pro-

visions by which strict action including can-

cellation of contract, recovery of payment,

blacklisting and penal action can be taken

against the vendors. Government is deter-

mined to take all possible legal and adminis-

trative action against the guilty parties and

accordingly has ordered a thorough probe by

CBI.

MoD Sending a Senior Official to Italy to

Gather Evidence of Bribery in AW101 Chop-

per Acquisition

MoD is deputing a senior Joint Secretary to

Italy to gather as much evidence as possible

relating to the allegations of corruption in the

acquisition of 12 AW 101 VVIP helicopters for

Indian Air Force.

The official, Shri AK Bal, will be leaving for

Rome as early as on Monday.

MoD Begins Process of Cancellation of

AgustaWestland Helicopter Contract

The Ministry of Defence has initiated action

for cancellation of contract for procurement

of 12 AW101 helicopters for the use of VVIPs.

MoD today issued a formal show cause no-

tice to the AgustaWestland of UK seeking

cancellation of contract and taking other ac-

tions as per the terms of the contract and the

Integrity Pact.

MoD had already put on hold further pay-

ments to the company on Wednesday. With

today's show cause notice, the operation of

the contract has been put on hold.

The company has been asked to reply to the

notice in seven days.
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handled user data and it settled a privacy investigation with federal regulators in 2011.

In its statement, Facebook said the attack was launched using a "zero-day," or previously

unknown flaw in its software that exploited its Java built-in protections.

"Zero-day" attacks are rarely discovered and even more rarely disclosed. They are costly to

launch and often suggest government sponsorship.

In January 2010, Google reported it had been penetrated via a "zero-day" flaw in an older

version of the Internet Explorer Web browser. The attackers were seeking source code and

were also interested in Chinese dissidents, and Google reduced its operations in the coun-

try as a result.

Attention to cyber security has ratcheted up since then and this week President Barack Obama

issued an executive order seeking higher safety standards for critical infrastructure.

Other companies stand to benefit more from comprehensive legislation, which has stalled

in Congress. Republicans have opposed additional regulations that would come with man-

datory security standards.

Asteroid DA14 Facts
Even though there's no chance that the asteroid known as DA14 will hit earth on Feb. 15,

that doesn't mean you should ignore it. The flyby, in which the massive space rock will

come within 17,200 miles of our planet, is a unique event, and we've compiled a slideshow

of essential information about it.

You may have heard that the White House-sized asteroid will whiz by the earth faster than

a speeding bullet, but did you that it will come closer to our planet than many orbiting

satellites? What about how it's planning a return trip later this century? And what would

happen -- hypothetically -- if an asteroid the size of DA14 really did hit?

If you're in Europe, Asia, Africa or Australia, all you'll need to see DA14 pass by earth is a

pair of strong binoculars. Skywatchers can view the flyby in Europe and Africa on the night

of Feb. 15, and in Asia and Australia on the morning of Feb. 16.

Enthusiasts in the Americas won't be able to see the flyby live, but click through the slideshow

to find out where and how you can watch a live stream.

G20 summit to focus on
'currency war' threat to

economy
Japan's aggressive attempts to spur on its struggling economy were set to escape censure

from the G20 nations today as bickering in Moscow kept alive fears of a "currency war".

Finance ministers at the G20 gathering are understood to have pulled back from explicit

criticism of Japan, whose prime minister Shinzo Abe has embarked on a huge programme

of monetary and fiscal stimulus to jump start the world's third largest economy out of its

third recession in five years.

The currency market was thrown into turmoil this week after the G7 – the United States,

Japan, Germany, Britain, France, Canada and Italy – issued a joint statement warning against

using domestic policy to target currencies.

But the show of unity was immediately shattered by off-the-record briefings against Japan,

which needs a weaker yen to help fuel its export-driven economy.

European Central Bank president Mario Draghi yesterday labelled the behind-the-scenes

briefing as "inappropriate, fruitless and self-defeating".

IMF chief Christine Lagarde and Russia's deputy finance minister Sergei Storchak also de-

nied the ex- istence of currency wars, labelling recent swings in the yen as "market reaction

to exclusively internal decision making".

G20 officials are set to disregard key parts of the G7 currency statement while making no

direct mention of new debt-cutting targets – something Germany is pressing for but which

the United States is opposed to.

If adopted by G20 finance ministers today, the wording will confirm that Japan will escape

any censure for expansionary policies which have driven the yen lower. The G20 is set to

back away from the G7's commitment not to target exchange rates, as China would be un-

likely to sign up.

BNY Mellon currency strategist Neil Mellor said: "We're going to end up with a communi-

que so bland and watered down as to be virtually meaningless."

The quantitative easing pursued by central banks around the world – including the Bank of

England and the US Federal Reserve – has enraged emerging economies such as Brazil as

the value of their foreign reserves dwindles, raising fears over "competitive devaluations".

CMC Markets analyst Michael Hewson said: "What the G7 basically said this week is that it

is fine to manipulate your currency as long as you don't talk about it. These 'currency wars'

are more like phony wars. The bigger problem the G20 has is not currency wars, it is a lack

of growth."

The yen has fallen by about 20 per cent since November but the strengthening euro is also

concerning European politicians as the eurozone seeks to climb out of a malaise underlined

by a worse-than-expected 0.6 per cent slide in GDP in the final quarter of last year.

French President François Hollande called last week for a medium-term target for the euro,

but Bundesbank president Jens Weidmann came out against such a move today, expressing

fears of "a politicisation of the exchange rate".

The meeting in Moscow of finance officials from the G20 nations also looked set to lay bare

differences over the balance between growth and austerity policies. The draft communi-

que reflected a row brewing between Europe and the United States over extending a prom-

ise to reduce budget deficits beyond 2016.

A pact struck in Toronto in 2010 will expire this year if leaders fail to agree to extend it at a

G20 summit of leaders in St Petersburg in September.

Romanian film Child's Pose
wins Golden Bear in Berlin

The Romanian film Child's Pose has picked up the coveted Golden Bear prize for best film at

the 63rd Berlin film festival.

The film, directed by Calin Peter Netzer, tells the story of a wealthy mother who uses her

connections to try and stop her son from going to jail.

The film was a favourite among the 19 contenders. Mr Netzer said he was "a little bit speech-

less" by the win.

An unemployed Roma from Bosnia-Hercegovina won the best actor award.

Nazif Mujic re-enacted his family's real-life struggle to get vital medical treatment in the

low-budget An Episode In the Life of an Iron Picker, which also picked up the runner-up

Silver Bear award.

Calin Peter Netzer's film is a tale of corruption and guilt in modern Romania.

It follows a rich and controlling mother, played by Luminita Gheorghiu, as she bribes wit-

nesses into giving false statements to save her son from jail after he accidentally runs down

and kills a boy.

US filmmaker David Gordon Green won best director at the festival for his comic road movie

Prince Avalanche, while best actress went to Chile's Paulina Garcia for her role as a Santiago

divorcee in Gloria.

It's Official - President-elect
Anthony T.A Carmona

Former Justice Anthony Carmona was this afternoon elected to be the next President of the

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. The declaration was made House Speaker Wade Mark at a

meeting of the Electoral College, at the Parliament Chamber, International Waterfront, Port-

of-Spain.

President-elect Carmona, the only nominee for the position, will assume the position March

18, when he is inaugurated at Knowsley Building, Queens Park Savannah, Port-of-Spain.

Outgoing President George Maxwell Richards left the country yesterday on vacation. As a

result, Senate President Timothy Hamel-Smith will act as President during the absence.

Soccer-Messi scores 300th
goal for Barcelona

World Player of the Year Lionel Messi scored his 300th official goal for Barcelona when he

pounced for an equaliser to level the score at 1-1 in Granada in La Liga on Saturday.

The Argentina striker raced in to score after Granada keeper Tono could only parry a Cesc

Fabregas shot in the 50th minute.

Messi, Barca's all-time leading scorer, notched his 36th of the league campaign and has

scored 300 goals in 365 official matches for the club.

The former youth-team player has now netted in a record 14 consecutive league matches,

helping the La Liga leaders to pull 12 points clear of second-placed Atletico Madrid before

Saturday's encounter.

Venezuela opens granite
processing facility in Bolívar

Venezuela‘s government has opened a granite processing plant in the state of Bolívar, with

the intention of providing about 25% of the granite required nationwide.

Ricardo Menéndez, vice president of the Productive Economic Area, said Venezuelan Presi-

dent Hugo Chávez has yearned for the creation of this project to empower Venezuelan con-

struction. Granito Bolívar is reportedly the most modern Venezuelan granite plant, not con-

suming community water or electricity, and is also the largest, with a daily capacity to sup-

ply enough material for use in construction of about 820 houses.

Menéndez said, “These granite blocks are the natural resources of our country, are the wealth

we have as a country and often Sources.

Cyprus leaders to contest run-
off election

Nicos Anastasiades and communist-backed Stavros Malas are to contest a run-off poll in

economic crisis-hit Cyprus, final results of a presidential election show.

Disy party head Anastasiades won 45 per cent, ahead of Stavros Malas backed by the AKEL

communist party, who clinched 27.

Exit polls had shown the Disy leader with more than the 50 per cent needed to avoid a

February 24 second round.

Former foreign minister George Lillikas came in third with 25 per cent, state television re-

ported with 99 per cent of the vote counted.

Exit polls had triggered chanting, honking of car horns and flying of party flags by Disy sup-

porters, but they grew quiet as the official final results were announced.

The election was seen as one of the most crucial since independence, with Greek Cypriots

voting for a new president to rescue the recession-hit EU member state from bankruptcy.

Anastasiades, 66, also had the backing of centre-right Diko party in the race for the presi-

dency, which unlike in previous polls on the normally affluent but divided island focused on

the economy rather than reunification efforts.

He is seen as someone the Europe Union can do business with, while his stance on ending

the four-decade division between Greek and Turkish Cypriots is more flexible than his rival's.

The most pressing task facing the next president as he starts a five-year term will be to

agree austerity terms with a troika of lenders on a bailout to save the island's Greek-ex-

posed banks and failing economy.

Malas has argued for "softer" austerity measures.

President Demetris Christofias sought a bailout in June, and talks dragged on as the outgo-

ing leader resisted measures including privatisation and reopened talks with Russia on a

top-up loan.

Charismatic Correa cruises to
victory

Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa vowed on Monday to press ahead with laws to control

the media and redistribute land to the poor as he looks to deepen his socialist revolution

after a resounding re-election victory.

Correa, a pugnacious 49-year-old economist, trounced his nearest rival by more than 30

percentage points on Sunday to win a new four-year term. He has already been in power for

six years, winning broad support with ambitious social spending programs.

His re-election triumph could set him up to become Latin America's most outspoken critic

of Washington as Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez is struggling to overcome cancer.

But Correa will have to balance his desire for an agenda similar to Chavez's radical socialism

with a need for pragmatic negotiations with foreign investors to raise Ecuador's oil produc-

tion and spur the mining industry.

He focused on his socialist reforms on Monday, saying he'd push through legislation that

has been blocked by opposition leaders in Congress.

“The first thing we'll do is to push through key laws that have been left to wither as a way of

hurting Correa, but this has actually hurt the country,” Correa said in an interview with

regional television network Telesur. Those include a proposed land redistribution drive to

give terrain deemed unproductive to poor peasants and setting up a showdown with large

banana and flower producers, much the way Chavez took on Venezuelan ranchers during a

decade-long land expropriation campaign.

Correa's plan to create a state watchdog group to determine if media have published inap-

propriate content also echoes Chavez's controls over television and cable broadcasters, and

would extend Correa's vitriolic fight with opposition media.

In addition, Ecuadoreans voted for a new Congress on Sunday and Correa said he expected

his ruling Alianza Pais to win a majority. That would help speed his efforts to pass the pro-

posed legislation. But he is also expected to pass a new mining law that would ease invest-

ment terms as a way of helping close a deal with Canada's Kinross to develop a large gold

reserve. That will be a major test of his ability to offer investment security while ensuring

the state keeps a large portion of revenue.

“Without a doubt this reform will make the country attractive to foreign investors... and

help attract large investments,” said Santiago Yepez, the head of Ecuador's mining chamber.

With almost two-thirds of votes counted by Monday morning, Correa had 57 percent sup-

port while conservative opposition candidate Guillermo Lasso was in second place with 24

percent. The election established Lasso, a former banker from the coastal city of Guayaquil,

as the face of the opposition. Six other candidates trailed way behind.

Lasso has called Correa a dangerous authoritarian who has curbed media freedom and con-

trolled state institutions.

Even some supporters disapprove of Correa's tempestuous outbursts, fights with media

and bullying of adversaries.

His re-election puts him in line to be the de facto leader of the leftist ALBA group of Latin

American nations that push state-driven economic policies and oppose free-market reforms

promoted by Washington.

Chavez made a surprise return to Venezuela on Monday after two months of cancer treat-

ment in Cuba, but his health is delicate and it is unclear if he will be able to stay in power

and continue being the region's leftist standard bearer.

The continued success of Latin American socialism will depend on strong commodities prices

that underpin generous social spending, and Correa needs foreign investment to ensure

state coffers remain full during his next four-year term.

Ecuador has been locked out of capital markets since a 2008 debt default on $3.2-billion in

bonds, and Correa's government has taken an aggressive stance with oil companies to

squeeze more revenue from their operations.

Correa's recent statements show that although he wants to maintain many of his radical

policies, he also wants to soften his reputation as an anti-capitalist crusader within invest-

ing circles. “The advantages of our country for foreign investment are political stability, a

strong macroeconomic performance... and important stimulus to new private investment,”

he said last week while hosting the emir of gas-rich Qatar.

Correa's government is also in talks with China to secure funding for the $12.5-billion Pacifico

refinery, which would allow Ecuador to save up to $5-billion a year in fuel imports.

“We can't be beggars sitting on a sack of gold,” is a catch phrase Correa has used in recent

months to argue that Ecuador needs to attract oil investments and expand a mining indus-

try that has barely begun to tap its gold and copper reserves.

Speed Skating - Kramer and
Wust in double Dutch delight

Dutch skater Sven Kramer claimed a sixth world title as he stormed to victory over 10,000m

at the World Allround Championships in Hamar, Norway. Kramer was defending his title in

Norway and looked in no mood to give it up without a fight as he lead at the halfway stage.

And Kramer, who was a comfortable winner at last month's European Championships, did

exactly that as he finished in 13:11.86 minutes for the win.

Belgian Bart Swings did his best to challenge Kramer and came to within 0.05 seconds of

halting the Dutch skater from a sixth world title.

There was plenty more for the Dutch fans to cheer about in Norway as fellow European

champion Ireen Wust followed suit with victory in the women's 5,000 m and 1,500m.

Like Kramer Wust also lead at the halfway stage in the 5,000m and collected a fourth world

title, and third in a row as she crossed the finish line in 7:05.13 minutes for victory.

But she wasn’t done there, also winning the 1,500m in a time of 1:56.30 minutes. Also

finishing atop the podium in Norway was home favourite Havard Bokko, who gave the fans

plenty to shout about as he came home in the men’s 1,500m in 1:46.34 minutes for the win.

Danica Patrick wins Daytona
pole

 Danica Patrick has made history before -- as a woman and a racer, in Indianapolis and Ja-

pan. The spotlight is nothing new. But never has it been this bright before. Patrick won the

Daytona 500 pole Sunday, becoming the first woman to secure the top spot for any race in

NASCAR's premier circuit. It's by far the biggest achievement of her stock-car career.
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"I was brought up to be the fastest driver, not the fastest girl," she said. "That was instilled in

me from very young, from the beginning. Then I feel like thriving in those moments, where

the pressure's on, has also been a help for me. I also feel like I've been lucky in my career to

be with good teams and have good people around me. I don't think any of it would have

been possible without that.

"For those reasons, I've been lucky enough to make history, be the first woman to do many

things. I really just hope that I don't stop doing that. We have a lot more history to make.

We are excited to do it." Her latest stamp in the history books came with a lap at 196.434

mph around Daytona International Speedway. Patrick went out eighth in the qualifying ses-

sion, then had to wait about two hours as 37 fellow drivers tried to take her spot.

Only four-time Cup champion Jeff Gordon even came close to knocking her off. Gordon was

the only other driver who topped 196 mph in qualifying. He locked up the other guaranteed

spot in next week's season-opening Daytona 500.

"It's great to be a part of history with Danica being on the pole," said Gordon, who joked

that at least he was the fastest guy. "I think we all know how popular she is, what this will do

for our sport. Congratulations to her. Proud to be on there with her."

The rest of the field will be set in duel qualifying races Thursday.

However the lineup unfolds, all drivers will line up behind Patrick's No. 10 Chevrolet SS.

And she knows her latest achievement will mean more public relations work.

The routine is nothing new for Patrick, who was the first woman to lead laps in the India-

napolis 500. She finished third in 2009, the highest finish in that illustrious race for a woman.

And she became the only woman to win an IndyCar race when she did it in Japan in 2008.

Hardly anyone witnessed that victory.

Leading the field to the green flag in NASCAR's showcase event should be must-watch tele-

vision. "That's a huge accomplishment," team owner and fellow driver Tony Stewart said.

"It's not like it's been 15 or 20 years she's been trying to do this. It's her second trip to

Daytona here in a Cup car. She's made history in the sport. That's stuff that we're proud of

being a part of with her. It's something she should have a huge amount of pride in.

"It's never been done. There's only one person that can be the first to do anything. Doesn't

matter how many do it after you do, accomplish that same goal. The first one that does

always has that little bit more significance to it because you were the first."

Even before her fast lap Sunday, Patrick was the talk of Speedweeks. Not only did she open

up about her budding romance with fellow Sprint Cup rookie Ricky Stenhouse Jr., but she

was considered the front-runner for the pole after leading practice sessions Saturday.

And she didn't disappoint.

She kept her car at or near the bottom of the famed track and gained ground on the straight-

aways, showing lots of power from a Hendrick Motorsports engine.

"It's easy to come down here in your first or second year as a driver and clip the apron trying

to run too tight a line or do something and scrub speed off," Stewart said. "That's something

she did an awesome job. Watching her lap, she runs so smooth. ... She did her job behind

the wheel, for sure."

The result surely felt good for Patrick, especially considering the former IndyCar driver has

mostly struggled in three NASCAR seasons. Her best finish in 10 Cup races is 17th, and she

has one top-five in 58 starts in the second-tier Nationwide Series.

She raced part-time in 2010 and 2011 while still driving a full IndyCar slate. She switched

solely to stock cars last season and finished 10th in the Nationwide standings.

She made the jump to Sprint Cup this season and will battle Stenhouse for Rookie of the

Year honors.

Starting out front in an unpredictable, 500-mile race doesn't guarantee any sort of result,

but securing the pole will put her in the limelight for at least the rest of the week.

She also won the pole at Daytona for last year's Nationwide race.

This is considerably bigger.

The previous highest female qualifier in a Cup race was Janet Guthrie. She started ninth at

Bristol and Talladega in 1977. "It's obviously a history-making event that will last a long,

long time," Guthrie said, praising Patrick's feat. "It's a different era, of course. Different

times. I can't imagine what I would do with a spotter or somebody telling me how to drive.

It's rather a different sport now. Back then, there was a much greater difference from the

front of the field to the back."

Guthrie received a lukewarm reception from fellow drivers back then. Patrick was much

more welcomed, undoubtedly because of her background and popularity.

She's comfortable being in the spotlight, evidenced by her racing career, her television com-

mercials and her sudden openness about her personal life.

"I think when pressure's on and when the spotlight's on, I feel like it ultimately ends up

becoming some of my better moments and my better races and better results," Patrick said.

"I just understand that if you put the hard work in before you go out there that you can have

a little peace and a little peace of mind knowing that you've done everything you can and

just let it happen."

Second Meeting of Joint
Committee Of Business

Development Cooperation
Between India And Colombia

The Second Meeting of Joint Committee of Business Development Cooperation between

India and Colombia was held on 11th February, 2013 in New Delhi. Mr. Carlos Andres de

Hart Pinto, Vice Minister of Entrepreneurial Development, Colombia and Commerce Secre-

tary Shri S R Rao, Govt. Of India met to discuss issues of concern of both sides.

A lot of emphasis was made on improving bilateral trade and investment between the two

countries. Specific sectors such as Mines and Minerals, textiles, engineering, automobile,

pharmaceuticals and Biotech, transport sector, infrastructure development, strengthening

human capital, cluster development of certain sectors, knowledge transfer, services trade

(IT, software engineers, BPOs) have been identified for enhancing collaboration and co-

operation .

It was decided to constitute Joint Working Group (JWG) in five sectors viz pharma/biotech,

IT, FMCG, Auto, engineering & transport, textiles to formalize the structure and follow up

enhancement in value chains in these sectors. Both sides decided to consider flexibility in

Visa issues. Cooperation in tourism sector was also explored.

It has been decided to set up a CEO forum for discussion on various issues at the level of B2B

which will be co-chaired by business stalwarts from both sides.

National Conference on e-
Governance at Jaipur

The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Government of India, in

association with the Department of Electronics & Information Technology, Government of

India and the Department of Information Technology & Communication, Government of

Rajasthan, is organizing 16th National Conference on e-Governance on 11-12 February, 2013

in Jaipur. Senior Officers from the Government, industry, academicians, technical experts

and NGOs will participate in the Event.

Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Shri Ashok Gehlot will inaugurate the Conference on 11th Feb-

ruary, 2013. Other dignitaries who will be present on the occasion include, Minister of State

in the Prime Minister Office and Personnel, Shri V. Narayanasamy; Minister of State in the

Ministry of Communication and IT, Dr.(Smt.) Kruparani Killi, Secretary, Department of Ad-

ministrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Government of India, Shri Sanjay Kothari and

Chief Secretary, Rajasthan Shri C.K. Mathew.

During the Conference, the National Awards on e-Governance for the year 2012-13 will be

presented. These awards are given in seven different categories concerning various aspects

of e-Governance. The Awards distinguish some of the best Government to Government

(G2G), Government of Citizen (G2C), Government to Business (G2B) initiatives by various

government departments and public sector units. The Conference along with the Exhibition

is a forum to showcase best practices, innovative technologies and ICT solutions.

The objective of these awards is to recognize and promote excellence in implementation of

e-Governance initiatives. These awards recognize achievements in the area of e-Governance;

disseminate knowledge on effective methods of designing and implementing sustainable

e-Governance initiatives; encourage horizontal transfer of successful e-Governance solu-

tions; promote and exchange experiences in solving problems, mitigating risks, resolving

issues and planning for success.

The Conference will be based on the theme, “Towards an Open Government” with the sub

themes, (i) Leveraging Social Inclusion; (ii) E-Governance Infrastructure- status and Chal-

lenges; and (iii) Social sector Programs. The Conference will explore how use of ICT has

transformed governance from the perspective of the beneficiaries of the services. It is an

attempt at a reality check to ascertain the outcome of the services rendered and whether it

has achieved the intended objectives of transparent, effective, responsive and accountable

system of governance.

State Food Ministers
Conference to Discuss

National Food Security Bill
The Union Food Ministry has called a meeting of State Food Ministers on February 13 to

have detailed consultations on National Food Security Bill before it is again placed in the

Parliament. The National Food Security Bill, to provide a statutory framework for assured

food security to all was introduced in Lok Sabha on 22nd December, 2011. It was referred to

Parliamentary Standing Committee on January 5, 2012 which has made certain recommen-

dations regarding extent of coverage, entitlements, and strengthening of infrastructure for

implementation of the Bill.

The daylong meeting is to be chaired by Prof. K.V. Thomas, Union Minister of Food, Con-

sumer Affairs & Public Distribution System will be attended by Minister in charge of Public

Distribution System from the states, senior officials of union Ministry of Agriculture, Plan-

ning Commission and other Central Ministries. It will discuss proposals made in the Bill and

further action for finalization of the Bill in the light of recommendations of the Parliamen-

tary Standing Committee.

The proposed Food Security Bill marks a paradigm shift in addressing the problem of food

security - from being viewed as a welfare approach to a right-based approach. It will be a

comprehensive effort, adopting a lifecycle approach, in providing food and nutritional secu-

rity to people, with special emphasis on vulnerable groups. It proposes to entitle about two

third of the country`s 1.2 billion population to subsidised foodgrains under the Targeted

Public Distribution System (TPDS), with special focus on nutritional support to women and

children besides provisions for meals for special groups such as destitute and homeless,

emergency and disaster affected persons and persons living in starvation. Pregnant and

lactating women will also be entitled to receive maternity benefit of Rs. 1000 per month for

six months. In case of non-supply of foodgrains or meals, the beneficiaries will be entitled

to receive food security allowance.

Some of the major highlights of the proposed Food Security Bill are:

n Up to 75% of the rural population (with at least 46% from priority category) and up to

50% of urban population (with at least 28% from priority category) are to be covered under

Targeted Public Distribution System.

n 7 kg of food-grains per person per month to be given to priority category households

which include rice, wheat and coarse grains at Rs. 3, 2, and 1 per kg, respectively.

n At least 3 kg of food-grains per person per month to be given to general category house-

holds, at prices not exceeding 50% of Minimum Support Price.

n Women to be made head of the household for the purpose of issue of ration       cards.

n Maternity benefit to pregnant women and lactating mothers.

n End-to-end computerisation of Targeted Public Distribution System.

n Three-tier independent grievance redressal mechanism.

n Social audit by local bodies such as Gram Panchayats, Village Councils etc.

n Meals for special groups such as destitute, homeless persons, emergency/disaster af-

fected persons and persons on the verge of starvation.

n Food Security Allowance in case of non-supply of food-grains or meals.

Government of India and
World Bank Sign $60 Million

for Karnataka Watershed
Development Project II

 Project to Improve Government Watershed Operations in 930 Micro-Watersheds Covering

465,000 ha Across 7 Districts of Karnataka; 160,000 Farmer Households to Benefit

The Government of India and the World Bank today signed a $60 million credit agreement

for the Karnataka Watershed Development Project II (KWDP II) to further improve water-

shed planning and management in project areas. The Project will improve government

watershed operations in 930 micro-watersheds covering 465,000 ha across 7 districts of

Karnataka

This project builds on the successful experience of earlier Bank-supported Karnataka Wa-

tershed Development Project I, also known as Sujala, which helped improve the lives of

230,000 farmers by increasing crop yields by about 25 percent, and raising household in-

comes of small and marginal farmers by 40 percent

The agreement for the Karnataka Watershed Development Project II (KWDP II) Project was

signed by Shri Nilaya Mitash, Joint Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of

Finance, on behalf of the Government of India; Shri M. K. Shankaralingegowda, Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Government of Karnataka; and Mr.Onno Ruhl, Country Director, World

Bank (India) on behalf of World Bank.

Even today Karnataka’s dry regions are among the states’ poorest, have low agricultural

productivity, and are susceptible to drought and deepening environmental stress and deg-

radation. The project area has 39,400 landless families. Annual normal rainfall varies from

600 to 800 mm with 43 rainy days in a year. Rain fed agriculture in 278,000 ha of project

area, experiences at least two water deficit years in a five year cycle due to prolonged dry

spells during crop season and/or delayed onset of monsoon rains.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Nilaya Mitash, Joint Secretary in the Department of Eco-

nomic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India said that the World Bank assisted

Karnataka Watershed Project was very successful and also contributed to development of

the watershed program at the National level. He further said that this follow on project, we

hope, will further innovate, and also establish better convergence between Watershed

Management programme and the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guaran-

tee Act scheme (NREGS) programs. Wherever possible, rural electricity supply improve-

ment programme of the State Government should also be converged for assured micro-

irrigation in the project area.

KWDP II signed today will focus on improving the performance and results of IWMP by

introducing new tools and approaches for integrated watershed planning, incorporating more

information about water resources into the planning process, facilitating better convergence

of IWMP with other government programs such as NREGS, and helping farmers increase

agricultural productivity. The project will cover about 465,000 ha and 160,000 farmer house-

holds in 7 districts.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Onno Ruhl, World Bank Country Director for India said that

this project will build on the earlier Bank-supported Karnataka Watershed Development

Project I (KWDP I) and initiate innovative pilots which will help increase agricultural produc-

tion in rain fed areas, lead to better use of scarce water resources and raise household

incomes of farmers.

Consequently, a primary focus of the project is on supporting the implementation of IWMP

in the 7-selected districts of Karnataka through better planning, capacity building, monitor-

ing and evaluation, and post-harvest value addition. Focus will also be on understanding

local needs, like location-specific soil-crop-water interactions; expanding the scope of rain-

water harvesting and groundwater recharge, by partly converging the NREGS with the IWMP;

and developing agro-climatic zone specific technology to enable rural communities to bet-

ter adapt to the effects of climate change.

Mr Grant Milne, Senior Natural Resources Management Specialist, World Bank and the

project’s Task Team Leader said through this project we hope to strengthen the bottom-up

engagement of small farmers and increase their opportunities for adapting to new tech-

nologies. The project will also strengthen the financial and technical convergence between

IWMP and NREGS through more integrated watershed planning and monitoring, and devel-

oping innovative tools and processes in sub and micro-watersheds. He further said that

better program convergence is expected to result in more science-based watershed man-

agement and higher quality of soil and water conservation interventions.

Among the other components of the project, horticulture is expected to play a major role in

raising income of farmers even in dry tracks. The Project will support activities for promot-

ing dry land production for annual and perennial crops; crop diversification; help farmers in

carrying out soil, water and leaf analysis to identify nutrient deficiencies; create facilities

for testing, training and demonstrations; facilitate farmers in availing quality seed and plant-

ing material; and support farmers to improve post-harvest handling and marketing of the

produce among others.

The project will be financed by a credit from the International Development Association

(IDA) – the World Bank’s concessionary lending arm – which provides interest-free loans

with 25 years to maturity and a grace period of five years.

Delhi Declaration of the South
Asian Autism Network (SAAN)

for Autism Spectrum
Disorders Conference

The conference of the first South Asian Autism Network (SAAN) for Autism Spectrum Disor-

ders (ASD) concluded with the adoption of Delhi Declaration in New Delhi today.

The Delhi Declaration is as follows:

“We, the members of South Asian Autism Network (SAAN),, having come together at New

Delhi, do hereby solemnly consider the following.

Reiterating the commitment of nations to the concept of all human beings being born free

and equal in rights and dignity as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

1948, the Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989; the Convention on the Rights of Per-

sons with Disabilities 2007; the Declaration of 2nd April as World Autism Awareness Day by

the United Nations General Assembly 2007; and the Dhaka Declaration on Autism Spec-

trum Disorders and Developmental Disabilities of July 2011;

Committing to safeguard all citizens from discrimination and social exclusion, and ensuring

their inclusion in all spheres of life,

Noting with concern the increasing prevalence of autism and related disorders, and the

absence of population based mechanisms for early detection and accessible interventions,

Remembering that early intervention can significantly improve the outcome, and that a

model for community-based early detection, intervention and care for Autism can become

a model for other developmental disabilities,

Concerned that despite increasing scientific evidence of the effectiveness of early interven-

tions in improving the functional outcomes and long-term implications of children with

Autism, such children and families in need do not have access to services that are appropri-

ate and affordable thereby increasing human and material costs, to families, communities

and nations,

Considering the stigma, discrimination, and social exclusion that such children and their

families face on a daily basis,

We do hereby undertake:

1. To commit ourselves to including ASD in all mainstream policies and programmes that

address issues related to early childhood development in all spheres of community life;

2. To develop early detection and surveillance services at every level

3. To evaluate and implement cost effective and efficacious programmes that address life

cycle needs of person with ASD

4. To undertake collaborative research among member countries on all aspects of autism

5. To strive to improve Awareness, develop collaborative networks for Advocacy and Legis-

lation/Policy changes if required, on ASD which will also provide a platform for the voices of

persons with ASD and their families

6. To implement the Dhaka Declaration on Autism Spectrum Disorders and Developmental

Disabilities of 2011, in both letter and spirit

We hereby solemnly pledge to carry out in partnership and collaboration, all activities re-

lated to improving the situation of persons with Autism Spectrum Disorders.”

Dr. Farooq Abdullah launches
unique initiative in Kerala to
generate 10 MW solar power.

Kerala has become the first state in the country to launch an ambitious programme to gen-

erate over 10 MW of solar power through over 10000 roof-top solar power systems of I kw

each to be installed at individual houses. The unique programme was formally launched by

Dr Farooq Abdullah, Minister for New and Renewable Energy at Tiruvanthapuram today. Sh

Oomen Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala was also present on the occasion. This is the big-

gest program sanctioned to Kerala so far with an overall expenditure of over Rs 175 crores

and budgetary support of over Rs. 80 crores from the Ministry of New and Renewable En-

ergy (MNRE). The aggregated and complete project is expected to generate 15 Million Units

of electricity annually. Speaking on the occasion, Dr Abdullah congratulated the state of

Kerala for taking this initiative. He also promised his Ministry’s support for the second phase

of the project aimed at reaching over 50,000 households with a subsidy support of over Rs.

200 crores.

The project has been sanctioned by MNRE under Solar Off-Grid Photovoltaic program of the

Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM). The Mission- launched in 2010- aims to

achieve a target of 200 MW of off-grid solar applications to be achieved by the end of March

2013. This target is apart from 20 Million Solar Home Systems to be installed by 2022. The

Ministry has already sanctioned several projects to various states including Kerala. It sanc-

tioned various solar projects for schools, hospitals, police stations, panchayats, bus stations,
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telecom towers and forest villages in various states. In Madhya Pradesh, the forest Depart-

ment has installed Solar Power Plants / Packs to power its check posts, monitoring stations

and other establishments of the forest department with the help of the Ministry. In Jammu

and Kashmir, the Ministry has supported installation of Solar Power Plants in all sub-district

hospitals to provide uninterrupted power supply for critical operations. Solar pumps for

irrigation purpose have also been sanctioned in Rajasthan, Bihar, Haryana, Punjab and

Chhattisgarh. So far over 50 MW of installations have already been completed under the

scheme. A subsidy of 30% of the bench mark price is provided as central financial assistance

for promoting various off grid applications including Solar Home Systems, Solar Street Lights,

Solar Power Packs, small Solar power plants, mini grids and solar pumps.

Global crude oil price of
Indian Basket Rises to US$
114.68/bbl on 08.02.2013

The international crude oil price for Indian Basket as computed/published today by the Pe-

troleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

went up to US$ 114.68/barrel (bbl) on 08.02.2013. This was higher than the price of US$

113.94/bbl prevailing on the previous trading day of 07.02.2013.

In rupee terms also, the crude oil price of increased to Rs 6143.41 /bbl on 08.02.2013 as

compared to Rs 6054.77 /bbl on 07.02.2013. This was due to price increase in dollar terms

and rupee depreciation. Rupee dollar-exchange rate on 08.02.2013 at Rs 53.57/US$ against

Rs 53.14/US$ on previous trading day of 07.02.2013.

South Asian Autism Network
Conference

A daylong Conference of South Asian Autism Network (SAAN) is being held today. Repre-

sentatives from India, Bangladesh, Thailand and WHO, SEARO are participating in the daylong

conference. Wishing the Conference all success, the Union Minister of Social Justice & Em-

powerment Kumari Selja in her speech said “I am really happy to participate in this august

regional conference which is focussing its attention on improving the situation of persons

with Autism Spectrum Disorder. I welcome all the international and national delegates to

this conference.

Autism  is a complex condition and individuals with autism have a completely different

social understanding of the world from those who are non-autistic. The challenges in pro-

cessing information and in social communication make it hard for most them to express

themselves and advocate for their rights. This is why parents, activist parent groups and

NPOs have taken the lead in advocating for their children and bringing about these changes

we now see.

In order to address the needs and requirements of persons with certain specific develop-

mental disabilities, who remain marginalised and could not speak for themselves, Indian

Parliament enacted the National Trust Act in the year 1999. It was the answer to parents of

their worry “What would happen to my child, when I am no more”. The National Trust Act is

focussing more deeply on persons with autism, cerebral palsy, mental retardation and mul-

tiple disabilities.

To implement the mandate of National Trust, a number of schemes and programmes are

implemented through a network of over 800 registered organisations across the country.

These include; appointment of legal guardians; running residential facilities “Samarth” and

“GHARAUNDA”; one of its kind, Health Insurance Scheme “Niramaya”, which won the Times

Social Impact Award; caregivers Training and Deployment Scheme “Sahyogi”, early Inter-

vention Äspiration Scheme, and Scholarship Scheme “Gyan Prabha”.

One breakthrough initiative is the marketing federation of National Trust namely Associa-

tion for Rehabilitation under National Trust Initiative of Marketing (ARUNIM)”. This incul-

cates entrepreneurial approach towards economic empowerment and self reliance for per-

sons with disabilities with focus on persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retarda-

tion and Multiple Disabilities.

Another initiative undertaken by National Trust is the advocacy for the Indian Scale for As-

sessment of Autism (ISAA) developed to help professionals assess children with autism.

This Scale was validated with a large sample, from across the country.

We are also working for creating trained human resources for working in the field of dis-

abilities. This activity in the country is regulated through the Rehabilitation Council of India

under my Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. The council is a statutory body cre-

ated by an Act of Parliament. For creating dedicated and trained people to work with Autis-

tic persons a Diploma in Special Education (Autism Spectrum Disorder) was started in 2003.

This is now being conducted at 18 centres with an intake capacity of 450 students each year,

countrywide. There are 393 qualified special educator for such children registered with RCI.

We are also running vocational training and employment guidance facilities at different

National Institutions working under my ministry. Many NGOs are also running such ser-

vices.

In the first South Asian Autism Network Conference, at Dhaka, Bangaldesh, Smt Sonia Gandhi,

President, Indian National Congress, Chairperson, UPA and Chairperson, Indian Chapter of

Autism had cited a three pronged approach for this sector. The approach included empow-

ering parents, bringing people living with autism to centre of attention and creating institu-

tions to undertake research into its various facets to take care of Autism related issues.

Research on autism is still at a nascent stage. Greater focus needs to be placed on this if we

are to evolve services and polices to benefit persons with autism. While educational op-

tions are opening up, we need more teachers with skills to help children with autism learn.

While many individuals with autism may have no intellectual impairment, yet their differ-

ent ways of processing and expressing communication along with their different social un-

derstanding can affect their ability to function independently in the every day world. There

has to be greater understanding of the critical importance of alternative and augmentative

modes and tools of communication in addressing this lifespan requirement.

There is another important issue relating to Autism. The focus, even now, continues to be

on children than on adults. The needs of adults do not receive the attention it deserves.

There is a crying need for open and sheltered employment and adult residential services

that ensures them a dignified life after the demise of their parents. This is not a matter of

providing care, but a matter of right.

My Ministry is also administering the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Pro-

tection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995 for empowerment and inclusion of per-

sons with disabilities.

In 2007, the country ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (UNCRPD). An exercise has been initiated to harmonise the existing laws, in-

cluding the above Act, with the provisions of UNCRPD.

During the exercise to harmonise the Act, it was felt that rather than making numerous

amendments it would be better to replace it with a new legislation. This revised PwD Act is

under consultation with key stakeholders in the field of disabilities. It is proposed to include

specific disability of Autism Spectrum Disorder as one of the specified disabilities to be

covered under the proposed legislation to ensure that the rights of persons with autism are

well protected and promoted.

I am happy to inform you that with a view to further improve implementation of govern-

ment policies the Government decided in May, 2012 to establish an independent Depart-

ment of Disability Affairs in order to meet the aspirations of persons with disabilities. This is

the only new Department in Government of India to be created in a couple of decades. We

are committed to create a humane and inclusive environment for persons with disabilities.

Vice-President’s Address at
‘Conference of Governors’

 Following is the text of Vice President of India Shri M. Hamid Ansari’s address at the “Con-

ference of Governors” at Rashtrapati Bhwan today :

“On a similar occasion some years back a distinguished predecessor of mine was hesitant to

speak in the Governors Conference on the plea that he was neither fish nor fowl. He never-

theless complied with the command of the President of the Republic, and so would I. The

past two days have been educative. I join others in thanking Rashtrapati ji for convening this

Conference.

I would like to comment on a few aspects of what has been discussed yesterday and today.

The first relates to internal security. Several speakers referred to communal tensions, ethnic

violence and religious extremism, and to the dangers emanating from them. It is evident

that our social fabric is under stress.

Given the plurality of our society, secularism is not an option but a necessity. Nor is it a

mantra; instead, it is the practice of dos and don’ts that unite the citizen body and prevent

or minimise divisions. It is premised on justice, equality and fraternity, in law and in fact. It

goes beyond tolerance and requires acceptance.

We know that conflicts develop in the mind of humans. The corrective too lies in the minds.

Collection of information about those who deviate, and punishing them, is necessary but

not sufficient. We need to develop a methodology by which the normal intelligence inputs

of the State are considered together with deeper analysis of the reasons for the alienation

of social groups.

Radicalisation is taking place across the social spectrum, covers extremists ranging from

extreme left to extreme right, and in all ideologies. External inputs are a factor; these can-

not be the only one. We need to get into the interstices of the thought process of extrem-

ists. Since the Governor is required to devote effort for the well being of all sections of the

people, and because the institution is above the political fray, it is best placed to undertake

this sensitive responsibility through quiet discussions and dialogue.  A substantive reflec-

tion of this, perhaps occasionally in the Governor’s reports could become a useful input in

policy making.

My second point relates to the chancellors of universities and their role. Many of the issues

were identified in the Conference of Vice Chancellors; others have been highlighted by

Hon’ble Governors.

With regard to the first, it is said that the Chancellor of a university should be seen infre-

quently, and heard rarely! The Chancellor, in the British scheme of things that we follow, is

the ceremonial head, presides over convocations and approves proposals for conferment of

honorary degrees, chairs the  meetings of the university court, appoints (in some cases) vice

chancellors on the basis of search committee recommendations, appoints some nominees

to university bodies, and occasionally resolves administrative disputes.

If this arrangement is to be changed, it will involve amendments to legislative enactments

and, in the current climate, be time consuming. Besides, it will dilute the authority of the

vice chancellors and not necessarily improve matters. Responsibility has to be enforced,

not transferred. The better course would be to use the prestige of the Governor’s office to

ensure that the Chancellor is consulted on important matters and has the right to encour-

ages and warn.

The 12th Plan on higher education focuses on enhancing (a) access (b) equity and (c) qual-

ity. While each is important and essential, I feel a priority should be given to quality. It is a

fact that our standards have declined, our academic output and research has declined, our

commitment to academic and scientific excellence has declined. The corrective lies not in

sermons but in prescribing and enforcing stringent standards for teaching, for research pa-

pers that are refereed, and for PhDs that are passed through qualified examiners one of

who should be from a foreign university.

I would conclude with a final word about the institution of Governor itself. The Constitution

endows the Governor of a State with a set of responsibilities. The executive power of the

State is vested in the Governor whose responsibility, in terms of the Oath of office, is to

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and devote himself or herself to the service

and well-being of the people of the State.

The Governor is also an integral part of the legislature of the State. Yet the blunt truth is that

state legislatures have virtually ceased to function in the sense in which legislatures are

expected to function in  democracies, that is, to be both legislative and  deliberative bodies.

These functions are seriously jeopardized by the duration of sessions – rarely exceeding

two weeks and at times as little as three days.

A conference of the presiding officers of State legislatures in 1995 had recommended that

state assemblies should meet for at least 60 days in the case of small states and 100 days in

the case of larger states. The recommendation was reiterated in 1998. These have been

completely ignored. Rashtrapati ji  himself has had occasion to comment on this.

It is time to focus on the perils of disuse. Adverse comments have come from all sections of

the public. Should the Governor be a mere spectator and allow the Constitution he/she is

charged to preserve and defend be violated in spirit if not in form? Instead, can the Gover-

nor use the prestige of the office innovatively to initiate and develop a non-partisan debate

about the longer term damage it can do to democratic politics, and to seek a broad consen-

sus on a more productive approach to the functioning of legislatures?

India Poised to be the Leading
International Trading Hub for

Rough Diamonds
Task Group report to make recommendations to help India retain its primacy as a trading

hub. Shri Anand Sharma, Union Minister of Commerce, Industry and Textiles accepted and

unveiled a Task Group report to make India an International Trading hub for rough dia-

monds. The task group on diamonds was constituted by the Minister of Commerce, Indus-

tries and Textiles under the Chairmanship of Director General of Foreign Trade, Dr. Anup K.

Pujari keeping in view the slump in exports of diamonds from India through the last few

quarters.

Some of the recommendations in report include setting up of a Special Notified Zone for

import and trading of rough diamonds, permission to import cut and polished diamonds

duty free up to the extent of 15% of the average of previous 3 years’ exports and reducing

the rate of computation of profit under Benign Assessment Procedure (BAP) from 6% to

2.5%, amongst others.

Commenting on the report, Shri Sharma mentioned that “The conscience of the Indian dia-

mond sector and the commitment of Indian government for clean and responsible dia-

mond trading is really high. Some mischievous and malicious elements of late have been

trying to malign the perception of the Indian Diamond Sector, which the Indian Govern-

ment will not allow.

India is the largest diamond cutting and polishing center in the world, committed to con-

tinuing as a responsible and active member of the Kimberley Process Certification System

by implementing all its regulations. Very few countries are having such an impeccable record

and the world would not have been able to reach less than 1% trading of conflict diamonds,

if India would not have vouched for the same so steadfastly.”

The task group which comprised of members, both from the Government and Industry, did

an extensive review of the issues related to the trade facilitation, taxation, fiscal measures

and promotional matters related to the Indian diamond industry in line with such practices

prevalent at other global diamond centres.

This report is of great importance to the Government as India currently enjoys the status of

the foremost hub for manufacturing of diamonds in the world. Diamond Exports is also a

major contributor to the merchandise exports of the country. It also employs a large num-

ber of people from the underprivileged section of the society in India.

Shri Sharma appreciated the suggestions of the Task Group to help India retain its primacy

as a trading hub, committed to take up the recommendations, which have been put forward

with the concerned departments of the Govt. in a time bound manner so as to decrease the

transaction cost of exports, simplify the compliance of the trade with taxation authorities

and benefit the trade with the natural resources that is emanating out of India. The Minis-

ter also noted that the Ministry had already issued the necessary orders to implement cer-

tain pertinent demands of the industry immediately after the same have been demanded

by the industry, like granting of bonded warehouse facility for diamonds which had been

necessitated due to the imposition of 2% import duty on cut & polished diamonds.

Some of the salient recommendations of the task group are:

n Reducing the rate of computation of profit under Benign Assessment Procedure (BAP)

from 6% to 2.5%.

n 15% duty free re-import quota for import of cut and polished diamonds

n Setting up of a Special Notified Zone for import and trading of rough diamonds

n Establishment of a USD 3-5 billion fund for banks to refinance their dollar loans to the

industry

n Extending the 2% interest subvention scheme to the industry, as most diamond manu-

facturing companies do not fall under the current scheme

n Continuation of the system of Honorary Valuation Panels for the diamond sector

n Defining a beneficiation policy for diamonds mined in India

n Setting up of a Rs 200 crore Technological Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS)

n Establishment of a fund in partnership with the industry for generic promotion of dia-

monds and promotion of diamonds

n Other procedural related suggestions to reduce transaction costs of exports

The industry commended the proactive role of the government in trying to solve the indus-

try specific issues and anticipates that the recommendations will be implemented within

the specified time period as to be decided by the government.

India and Japan to Strengthen
Cooperation in Tourism Sector
India and Japan have resolved to strengthen cooperation in tourism sector.  This was de-

cided at a meeting between the visiting Japanese Senior Vice-Minister of Tourism,  Mr. Hiroshi

Kajiyama and Union Tourism Minister Shri K Chiranjeevi here today.  It was also decided

that both the countries will identify areas for working together and explore new opportuni-

ties in tourism sector especially in the field of human resource development, exchange of

tour operators, investment in the tourism sector and exchange of information related to

tourism sector.  The possibility of signing an agreement/MoU between India and Japan was

also discussed.

India and Japan are important tourism markets to each other.  Japan is one of the top ten

tourist generating markets for India as for as inbound tourism is concerned.  Numbers of

Japanese tourist visiting India during the last five years were:

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011

No. of tourists 145352 124756 168019 193525

Ministry of Tourism has hosted a total of 25 hospitality guests in 2009-10, 15 guests in 2010-

11 and 14 guests in the year 2011-12 from Japan. This year, so far 9 guests have visited India

under hospitality scheme. The guests include TV teams, Travel Agents, Tour Operator and

media representative.

There is a strong interest of Japanese Tourists in places connected with Buddhism in India.

JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) has extended loan of 7331 million Japanese

Yen (Rs.299 Crore) for Development of Ajanta Ellora Conservation and Development

Programme – Phase II).

Ministry of Tourism will be holding road shows in Tokyo on 18th and Osaka on 20th of this

month.

Visa on Arrival Scheme
Registers Twenty Four

Percent Growth
The “ Visa on Arrival” (VOA) scheme of the government registered a growth of 24.4 % in

January 2013 as compared to January 2012.A total number of 1,690 VoAs were issued last

month as compared to 1,359 VoAs issued in January 2012.

The following are the other important highlights of VoAs issued during January, 2013.

(i) The number of VoAs issued under this scheme during January 2013 for nationals of the

eleven countries were : Japan (529), New Zealand (367), the Philippines (209), Singapore

(186), Indonesia (181), Finland (167), Cambodia (17), Vietnam (16), Luxembourg (11),

Myanmar (6) and Laos (1).

(iii) During January 2013, the highest number of VoAs were issued at Delhi airport (901)

followed by Mumbai (427), Chennai (267) and Kolkata (95).

As a facilitative measure to attract more foreign tourists to India, the Government launched

the “Visa on Arrival” (VoA) Scheme in January 2010 for citizens of five countries, viz. Fin-

land, Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand and Singapore, visiting India for tourism purposes.

The Government extended this Scheme to the citizens of six more countries, namely Cam-

bodia, Indonesia, Vietnam, the Philippines, Laos and Myanmar in January 2011.

Antony Orders CBI Probe into
Augusta Westland deal for 12

VVIP Choppersn
Press reports have appeared from time to time on the subject of Italian prosecutors having

initiated a probe into the alleged unethical dealings of M/s. Finmeccanica, Italy. The probe

had been widened to include the Indian contract signed with M/s. Augusta Westland (UK).

The said contract was signed in February, 2010 for the purchase of 12 helicopters. In view of

media reports, MoD through the Ministry of External Affairs had sought information from

the Governments of Italy and UK. No specific

inputs were, however, received substantiating

the allegations.

In a recent report, appearing in certain sections

of the media, it has been reported that the

Chairman of M/s. Finmeccanica has been ar-

rested in connection with the investigation into

the case of the sale of helicopters to India. The

contract signed with M/s. Augusta Westland

includes specific contractual provisions against

bribery and the use of undue influence as well

as an Integrity Pact.

Since no specific input has been received so

far from the two Governments, MoD has de-

cided to refer the case to CBI for inquiry.


